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Divisional  Health  Office, 
COLEFORD,  GLOS. 

Tel.  :  Coleford  3364/5. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Councils  of  the  West 
Gloucestershire  United  District. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1964. 
This  follows  the  lines  of  those  of  recent  years  and  includes  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and,  I  hope,  will  be  a  short 
interesting  record  of  sanitary  circumstances.  I  have  not  included  any 
of  my  work  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  the  County  Council. 

The  reports  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  Surveyors  and  Housing 
Officers  are  given  under  their  own  names.  These  reports  reflect  the 
improvements  in  housing,  water  supply  and  sewerage.  The  reports  of 
the  Surveyors  of  the  three  Forest  Authorities  show  how  the  Forest  as 
a  whole  has  outgrown  the  present  water  supply.  The  reports  of  the 
Inspectors  show  some  of  the  many  duties  that  are  carried  out  to  protect 
the  community.  I  have  also  received  assistance  in  preparing  this 
report  from  other  Officers  of  the  Councils. 

Only  when  the  figures  given  by  the  Registrar  General  were  large 
enough  have  I  worked  out  the  appropriate  rates.  Thus  such  rates  as 
the  infant  mortality  rates  and  still  birth  rates  cannot  be  worked  out  for 
the  Rural  Districts  individually  or  together. 

Problem  families  we  still  have  with  us  and  in  dealing  with  these  it  is 
as  well  to  remember  that  there  is  no  all-providing  parental  Welfare 
Authority  of  the  County  Council,  and  that  as  far  as  families  are  con¬ 
cerned,  the  District  Councils  are,  by  providing  houses,  the  most 
important  Welfare  Authorities.  A  few  families  are  vexatious  and  do  not 
take  the  care  they  should  of  their  Council  houses  nor  pay  the  rent 
regularly,  but  the  Council  house  is  the  Plimsoll  line  below  which  it  is 
not  possible  to  rear  children  as  is  expected  today. 

Infections  have  been  greatly  reduced,  on  the  one  hand  by  the  availa¬ 
bility  of  the  new  and  effective  drugs  and  on  the  other  by  various  pro¬ 
cesses  of  vaccination  and  immunization.  There  are  still  many  viruses 
that  are  not  yet  amenable  to  control  and  the  fight  against  cancer  is 
but  slow.  It  is  regrettable  that,  in  spite  of  proven  danger,  many  young 
people  are  so  willingly  becoming  addicted  to  cigarette  smoking  ;  many 
older  persons  are,  however,  either  giving  up  smoking  or  changing  to 
smoking  cigars  or  pipes  which  have  less  danger.  The  deaths  from  lung 
cancer  continue  to  increase. 

The  deaths  from  coronary  thrombosis  remain  high.  Although  this 
is  due  to  a  degenerative  disease  a  coronary  thrombosis  would  appear  to 
be  made  more  likely  by  cigarette  smoking,  obesity  and  insufficient 
excercise. 

Deaths  from  accidents  also  appear  to  be  increasing  steadily. 

This  is  a  period  of  comparative  peace  and  plenty.  A  time  in  which 
the  fear  of  the  devastating  effect  of  nuclear  warfare  has  imposed  peace. 


albeit  uncertain,  upon  the  great  nations  of  the  world.  Just  as  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Britain  multiplied  during  the  peace  imposed  by  the  Romans 
(“  Pax  Romanis  ”),  so  there  is  today  in  the  world  a  nuclear  peace  (“  Pax 
Nuclearis  ”)  resulting  in  a  great  increase  in  humanity.  Apart  from  war, 
pestilence  and  famine  have  persistently  kept  humanity  in  check.  Now 
pestilence  has  been  greatly  reduced,  but  famine  remains,  as  repro¬ 
duction  outstrips  the  organisation  of  developing  countries  for  the 
production  of  more  food. 

From  these  things  the  Forest  of  Dean  would,  erroneously  appear  to 
be  isolated.  There  are  but  few  immigrants  and  the  population  of  the 
Area  is  not  increasing  at  the  rate  of  that  of  the  provincial  towns. 

Coal  mining  has  almost  ceased,  but  new  industries  and  the  availa¬ 
bility  of  transport  for  people  to  commute  to  Gloucester  have  prevented 
a  reduction  in  population. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Councils 
for  their  co-operation  and  understanding.  I  have  to  thank  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  for  the  way  in  which  they  have  done  their  work  and 
other  Officers  of  the  Councils  for  their  co-operation,  including  par¬ 
ticularly,  Mr  A.  F.  Gillo,  the  Clerk  to  the  West  Gloucestershire  United 
Districts  (M.O.H.)  Joint  Committee.  I  am  grateful  to  the  printers  for 
their  care  in  preparing  this  Report  and  to  my  Clerk,  Miss  E.  M.  Hughes, 
for  her  careful  work  in  compiling  it  and  for  her  accurate  work  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  T.  Hunt. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth  and  Death  Rates 

England  and  Wales 
Gloucestershire 
Combined  Forest  Area 

East  Dean  . 

Lydney  R.D. 

Newent  R.D. 

West  Dean 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

18.4 

II*3 

19.5 

10.2 

18.4 

(194) 

124  (13-2) 

17.6 

(18.5) 

13.1  (14.1) 

19.2 

(21-9) 

11.4  (12.8) 

18.4 

(20.2) 

IO.I  (10.0) 

17-3 

(18.0) 

13.5  (14.0) 

The  Birth  Rate  is  the  number  of  live  births  per  1,000  population  ; 
the  Death  Rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  per  i,ooo  population.  The 
figures  in  brackets  are  the  “  corrected  ”  rates  which  are  obtained  by 
multiplying  the  crude  rate  by  the  appropriate  comparatability  factor 
issued  by  the  Registrar  General. 

There  were  no  deaths  associated  with  childbirth. 


There  were  23  deaths  during  the  first  year  of  life  (9  male  and  14 
female),  of  these  17  were  during  the  first  week,  2  were  from  the  end  of 
the  first  week  to  the  end  of  the  fourth  week  and  4  were  from  the  end  of 
the  fourth  week  to  the  end  of  the  first  year. 


Numbers  of  Births  and  Deaths 


Excess  of 

Estimated 

Births 

Deaths 

Births  over 

Population 

Deaths 

East  Dean  . . . 

•  •  • 

. . .  20,990 

369 

276 

93 

Lydney  R.D. 

*  •  * 

...  13,650 

262 

155 

107 

Newent  R.D. 

•  •  ♦ 

8,980 

165 

91 

74 

West  Dean 

•  •  • 

17,700 

307 

238 

69 

Total  Area  ... 

•  • « 

...  61,320 

1,103 

760 

343 

Chief  Causes  of  Death 

Percentage  of 
total  deaths 

Coronary  disease  and  angina  . 

16.2 

Other  heart  disease  . 

16.2 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

4.6 

Vascular  disease  of  the  nervous  system 

15-3 

Cancer  and  other  malignant  neoplasms 

15.9 

Pneumonia  . 

4.1 

Bronchitis  . 

5.1 

Pneumoconiosis  (12  deaths) . 

1.6 

Accidents  . 

4.1 

4 


Cancer  Deaths 


East 

Dean 

Lydney 

R.D. 

Newent 

R.D. 

West 

Dean 

Total 

Male 

Stomach 

6 

3 

I 

2 

12 

Lung  and  Bronchus  ... 

7 

8 

6 

5 

26 

Other . 

IO 

9 

2 

5 

26 

Leukaemia 

i 

I 

2 

Female 

Stomach 

i 

— 

— 

i 

2 

Lung  and  Bronchus  ... 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

Breast  ... 

3 

7 

3 

2 

15 

Uterus  . 

3 

— 

— 

2 

5 

Other . 

14 

3 

7 

7 

3i 

Leukaemia 

i 

— 

1 

Totals  . 

46 

30 

20 

25 

12 1 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Diphtheria 

For  the  sixteenth  year  in  succession  there  was  no  case  of  this  disease. 

Poliomyelitis 

For  the  fifth  year  in  succession  there  has  been  no  case. 

Whooping  Cough 

Cases  arose  in  small  groups  at  Dymock,  Kempley,  Newent,  Mitchel- 
dean  and  there  were  odd  cases  elsewhere.  The  School  Returns  showed 
some  cases  which  were  not  notified,  a  few  at  Berry  Hill  and  Ruardean 
and  a  number  at  Longhope.  This  disease  has  been  greatly  reduced  in 
incidence  by  the  immunization  of  infants. 

Dysentery 

There  were  six  cases  at  Littledean  and  twelve  at  Cinderford  in  the 
first  half  of  the  year.  There  was  also  an  isolated  case  at  Joys  Green  in 
May.  There  was  a  small  epidemic  at  Newent  in  December  when  eleven 
cases  were  confirmed.  There  were  also  two  cases  in  young  children  in  a 
family  at  Ruspidge  in  December. 

The  investigation  of  cases  and  contacts  gave  the  Inspectors  a  great 
deal  of  work,  but  this  is  very  important  work  and  restricted  the  spread 
of  this  disease. 

Measles 

There  were  epidemics  at  Redbrook  in  May,  Sedbury  and  Tibberton 
in  June,  Coleford  in  July,  Bream  and  Whitecroft  in  August  and  at 
Staunton  (Newent),  in  September  and  October.  There  were  also  a 
number  of  scattered  cases. 
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Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  twenty-seven  cases  at  Cinderford  and  eleven  in  the 
Ruspidge  Parish  during  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  and  scattered 
cases  elsewhere.  This  disease  remains  mild  and  amenable  to  treatment. 


Meningococcal  Infection 

The  notified  case  arose  in  a  girl  of  15  in  July,  who  recovered  after 
being  very  ill.  There  was  also  a  probable  case  in  September,  which  was 
not  notified,  in  a  young  man  living  near  Newent.  He  made  an  unevent¬ 
ful  and  uncomplicated  recovery. 


Food  Poisoning 

On  the  3rd  June,  a  man  aged  20,  at  Bream,  was  taken  ill  with  vomiting 
and  diarrhoea.  A  Salmonella  organism  was  isolated  from  him  and  as  he 
had  eaten  corned  beef  on  the  17th  May,  and  the  epidemic  of  typhoid 
fever  had  arisen  at  Aberdeen,  contacts  were  examined.  The  Salmonella 
was  typed  at  the  Colindale  Reference  Laboratory  to  be  S.  typhimurium 
Factor  4.  The  corned  beef  he  had  eaten  was  not  of  the  batch  incrimina¬ 
ted  at  Aberdeen,  and  he  had  also  eaten  two  meat  pies  from  different 
shops.  No  other  cases  came  to  my  notice. 

In  June  I  was  informed  of  a  man  who  went  to  Hereford  market  and 
was  taken  acutely  ill  about  an  hour  after  eating  sandwiches.  He  had 
very  severe  abdominal  pain,  nausea,  vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  His 
son-in-law,  who  did  not  live  in  the  District,  and  who  had  eaten  some 
of  the  sandwiches  was  similarly  taken  ill.  The  organism,  staphylococcus 
aureus,  which  causes  boils,  was  found  in  vomit  and  excreta  from  these 
cases.  This  bacterium  produces  a  toxin  in  food  which  causes  food 
poisoning  of  this  severe  and  acute  type. 

On  the  nth  August,  a  housewife  in  Cinderford,  bought  some  Polish 
jellied  veal.  The  tin  was  opened  by  the  shopkeeper  immediately  before 
this  person  was  served.  Sandwiches  were  made  of  this  and  the  man, 
wife  and  daughter  who  ate  them  developed  vomiting  and  diarrhoea. 
The  son  who  did  not  eat  any  veal  remained  well.  These  cases  were 
found  to  be  excreting  Salmonella  typhimurium,  Phage  type  V  75  and 
the  boy  was  not. 

No  other  cases  came  to  my  notice  traceable  to  this  source  so  I  pre¬ 
sumed  that  the  veal  was  contaminated  after  being  sold.  A  sample  from 
another  tin  did  not  give  any  organisms,  on  culture.  Investigation  was 
uncertain  as  I  was  not  informed  until  two  weeks  after  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  illness.  The  girl  did  not  become  free  of  organisms  until  the 
1st  October. 

In  September  a  man  in  Cinderford  became  ill  with  diarrhoea  and  he 
was  found  to  be  excreting  Salmonella  dublin.  A  hamburger  steak 
delivered  by  an  itinerant  grocery  van  was  suspect  but  no  other  cases 
arose. 

In  October  a  cook  developed  diarrhoea  while  on  holiday  and  on 
investigation  he  was  found  to  be  excreting  Salmonella  menston.  He  was 
kept  off  work  until  clear. 
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A  number  of  cases  of  sickness  and  diarrhoea  arose  in  Cinderford  and 
were  investigated.  Some  were  notified  as  food  poisoning  and  some  as 
dysentery.  These  were  not  found  to  be  excreting  organisms  and  no 
food  could  be  incriminated. 


Infectious  Disease — table  of  corrected  notifications 


Rural  Districts 

East 

Dean 

Lydney 

Newent 

West 

Dean 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

38 

6 

10 

13 

67 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

— 

20 

— 

29 

Measles  ... 

27 

19 

64 

119 

229 

Dysentery 

18 

— 

8 

— 

26 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

3 

— 

3 

7 

Meningococcal  meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

1 

— • 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Pneumonia 

1 

2 

— 

1 

4 

Erysipelas 

r~ 

"" 

2 

2 

The  School  Returns  gave  the  following  information  on  rubella, 
chickenpox  and  mumps  which  are  not  notifiable  : — 

Rubella  (German  Measles) 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  this  disease  amongst  the  children  at  the 
Tutnall  Schools,  Lydney,  from  the  middle  of  May  to  the  end  of  July. 
This  did  not  spread  to  other  Schools  although  there  were  several 
cases  at  Tutshill. 

Chickenpox 

This  was  epidemic  at  Bream  in  June,  Coleford  in  October  and  Tuts¬ 
hill  in  October  and  November. 

Mumps 

This  was  epidemic  amongst  children  at  Schools  as  follows  :  Dry- 
brook  in  February,  Ruardean,  Newent,  Ruspidge  and  Berry  Hill  in 
March,  Coleford  and  Soudley  in  April,  Steam  Mills  in  May,  Lydbrook, 
Littledean  and  Mitcheldean  in  June,  Hartpury  in  July,  Yorkley  in 
October  and  Viney  Hill  and  Blakeney  in  November. 

Tuberculosis 

The  number  of  notifications  reached  a  new  low  level  being  14  com¬ 
pared  with  17  in  1963.  There  were  4  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Of  the  384  persons  whose  names  are  on  the  Registers,  24  are  classed 
as  *  red  *  or  infectious  and  another  77  as  ‘  yellow  ’  or  liable  to  become 
infectious  from  time  to  time. 

The  new  drugs  are  not  only  of  great  value  to  the  individual  but  also 
to  the  community  in  that  it  reduces  the  period  in  which  a  case  remains 
infectious.  There  still  remains  a  reservoir  of  persons  who  were  infected 
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when  this  disease  was  rife  and  who  are  liable  to  ‘  break  down  *  and 
infect  other  persons  before  their  condition  is  diagnosed.  However,  the 
proportion  of  persons  being  infected  in  the  community  is  progressively 
decreasing. 

In  the  second  half  of  the  year  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited 
Cinderford,  Lydney  and  Coleford  regularly  at  six  weekly  intervals.  It 
also  visited  Bream  and  factories  at  Whitecroft  and  Parkend,  Cinderford 
and  Coleford. 

Notifications  during  the  Year  : — 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

East  Dean 

4 

2 

_ 

1 

7 

Lydney 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

Newent 

1 

— 

— 

— , 

1 

West  Dean 

2 

1 

2 

— • 

5 

Totals  . 

8 

3 

2 

1 

14 

Cases  on  Registers  at  the  end  of  the  Year  : — 


Pulmonary 

Non-pu] 

monary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

East  Dean  . 

86 

56 

6 

13 

161 

Lydney  . 

40 

16 

1 

3 

60 

Newent 

12 

4 

— 

2 

18 

West  Dean 

87 

3i 

16 

11 

145 

Totals  . 

225 

107 

23 

29 

384 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  doctors  practising  in  the  area  notify  cases  of 
infectious  disease  conscientiously  as  required  by  statute. 

In  the  Tidenham  Parish,  however,  a  number  of  cases  of  measles 
were  not  notified  in  spite  of  repeated  requests  to  the  doctors  concerned. 
If  one  notifiable  disease  is  not  notified  then  another  more  serious  one 
will  not  be  notified.  Thus  eleven  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  this  Parish  in 
1961  were  not  notified  until  the  doctor  was  pressed  for  the  notifications. 
Nor  was  a  case  of  food  poisoning  there  in  1961  notified  during  the 
life-time  of  the  patient  ;  this  illness  was  due  to  a  special  strain  of 
Salmonella  which  the  Colindale  Reference  Laboratory  wished  to  trace. 
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GENERAL  ITEMS 


Berkeley  Nuclear  Power  Station 

Environmental  Monitoring  Reports. 

The  following  tables  summarise  the  Reports  given  to  date  : — 

Gamma  radiation  dose  rates.  Mean  dose  rates  (Micro-roentegens  per 
hour)  : 


Distance 
from  Station 

July,  i960 
to 

June,  1961 

July,  1961 
to 

June,  1962 

July,  1962 
to 

June,  1963 

July,  1963 
to 

June,  1964 

Jan.,  1964 
to 

Dec.,  1964 

Approx.  £  mile 

9-i 

IO.I 

13.1 

12.8 

13.5 

1-5  miles 

9-5 

10.4 

12.0 

n.5 

11. 6 

5-10  miles 

More  than 

94 

10.3 

1 1-7 

11. 2 

ii.3 

10  miles 

9-i 

IO.I 

11.4 

11.0 

n.3 

The  first  column  shows  the  position  before  the  Station  came  into 
operation  and  before  the  large  scale  nuclear  weapon  tests.  The  following 
two  columns  show  a  rise  which  is  due  largely  to  the  nuclear  weapon 
tests  and  the  last  two  show  a  tendency  for  this  radiation  to  decline. 

The  higher  level  which  has  developed  at  the  half  mile  radius  from 
the  Station  over  that  at  further  distances  is  due  to  the  operation  of  the 
Station.  There  would  appear  in  some  of  these  columns  to  be  a  gradient 
from  the  Station  to  the  over  ten  mile  line,  but  this  was  present  before 
the  Station  came  into  operation  and  is  probably  due  to  vagaries  of 
geological  formation. 

The  amount  of  gamma  radiation  shown  by  any  of  these  figures  is 
but  small. 


Gamma  radiation  levels  on  silt  (micro-roentegens  per  hour)  : 


July,  i960 

July,  1961 

July,  1962 

July,  1963 

Jan.,  1964 

to 

to 

to 

to 

to 

June,  1961 

June,  1962 

June,  1963 

June,  1964 

Dec.,  1964 

Background 

6.5 

7-5 

8.0 

8.0 

7-5 

Tidal  stretch 

6.5 

7-5 

8.0 

8.0 

7-5 

The  increase  in  this  gamma  radiation  is  due,  in  various  ways,  to  the 
nuclear  weapon  tests  and  now  appears  to  be  decreasing. 


io 


Strontium  90  content  in  milk  in  picocuries  per  gramme  of  calcium  : 


Distance 
from  Station 

July,  i960 
to 

June,  1961 

July,  1961 
to 

June,  1962 

July,  1962 
to 

June,  1963 

July,  1963 
to 

June,  1964 

Less  than  2  miles 

4-9 

4-9 

13.7 

31-2 

2-5  miles 

5-5 

5-5 

13-8 

36.1 

More  than  5  miles 

4.1 

5.0 

14.0 

29.6 

The  increase  is  due  entirely  to  the  nuclear  weapon  tests  and  not  to 
the  operation  of  the  Station.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  increase  should 
be  so  progressive  as  this  is  a  persistent  radionucleide  which  finds  its 
way  into  the  bones  of  children. 

It  would  appear  that  Strontium  90  is  still  being  deposited  and  as  it 
has  a  half-life  of  28  years,  the  total  amount  in  the  soil  which  finds  its 
way  into  milk  continues  to  increase.  Just  how  long  this  increase  will 
continue  is  not  known  nor  is  it  known  whether  Strontium  90  will  be 
leached  out  of  the  soil  or  will  remain  there  to  decay.  It  is  not  known 
whether  it  will  be  absorbed  to  a  degree  to  have  an  effect  upon  bones. 
Certainly  it  is  a  risk  that  humanity  should  not  have  taken  and  every¬ 
thing  possible  should  be  done  not  to  add  to  it. 

The  Central  Electricity  Generating  Board  sought  permission  to  use 
an  incinerator  at  Berkeley  for  the  disposal  of  combustable  material 
contaminated  with  radioactive  materials.  As  there  was  an  “  absolute  ” 
filter  to  this  I  did  not  consider  that  this  added  appreciably  to  that 
emitted  from  the  Station. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47 
National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951 

An  old  man,  aged  89,  had  been  living  in  filthy  and  insanitary  con¬ 
ditions  for  a  number  of  years.  I  had  visited  him  from  time  to  time  but 
as  he  was  able  to  prepare  his  own  food  and  do  his  own  shopping  I  did 
not  consider  that  action  could  be  taken  to  remove  him  to  an  Institution. 
At  the  beginning  of  September,  however,  I  found  him  short  of  breath 
and  unable  to  go  to  shop  except  in  great  difficulty.  A  Court  Order  was 
obtained  and  he  was  removed  to  Welfare  Accommodation,  where  he 
died  six  weeks  later. 

Several  other  old  people  were  referred  to  me  but  on  investigation 
action  under  these  Acts  was  neither  desirable  nor  possible. 


Swimming  Pools 

The  Bathurst  pool  at  Lydney  was  the  only  one  open  to  the  public. 
It  was  very  much  used  by  Schools  and  by  the  public.  There  is  a  pool 
at  Bell’s  Grammar  School,  Coleford,  and  one  at  Berry  Hill  Secondary 
Modern  School.  These  were  all  satisfactorily  maintained  ;  samples 
taken  of  the  waters  were  all  free  from  coliform  bacilli.  There  is  also  a 
pool  at  Abenhall  Secondary  Modern  School. 
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In  my  opinion  there  is  a  need  of  a  pool  at  Cinderford.  One  available 
to  the  public  and  all  Schools  in  the  District  would  be  a  great  asset. 

Analysts 

Specimens  and  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  are  normally 
delivered  to  the  Newport  Public  Health  Laboratory.  Dr  R.  D.  Gray, 
the  Director,  and  his  staff  have  given  excellent  service  for  a  number  of 
years  ;  reports  have  always  been  prompt  and  positive  results  have 
been  telephoned. 

A  Public  Health  Laboratory  was  started  at  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Gloucester,  and  when  this  is  fully  in  operation  it  should  be  of  great 
help  for  the  eastern  part  of  my  area. 

Samples  for  chemical  analysis  from  the  four  Rural  Districts  are  sent 
to  the  University  of  Bristol  Analyst,  who  is  the  County  Analyst. 
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EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman  :  J.  I.  Duberley 
Vice-Chairman  :  C.  Jackson 

Members  (from  May,  1964)  :  Councillors  R.  J.  Bevan,  M.  Brain, 
H.  C.  Byett,  R.  E.  Cadle,  E.  Cooke,  H.  Cumberlin,  F.  A.  Haines, 
A.  R.  Hawkins,  A.  H.  Jones,  K.  W.  W.  Jones,  W.  E.  F.  Jones, 

G.  B.  Keyse,  M.  V.  Lark,  H.  J.  Marfell,  W.  Morris,  K.  L.  Perkins, 

H.  S.  Phillips,  W.  G.  St  Jewell,  J.  N.  Taylor,  T.  E.  Taylor,  T.  A. 
Trigg,  L.  J.  Tuffley,  L.  S.  Wilce,  W.  Wilkins  and  S.  H.  Yeatman. 


Public  Health  Staff 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  A.  T.  Hunt,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond.),  d.p.h., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  :  A.  D.  Parsons,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h. 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  :  R.  L.  Pugh,  m.a.p.h.i.  (from 

3.2.64) 


Rodent  Operator  :  C.  Barnard. 


Statistics 

Population =20,990  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1964). 

Area =30,475  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  =  6,8 19. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1964,  was  £404,518. 

Product  of  a  id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1964,  was  £1,612. 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  369.  Number  of  Deaths =276. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  93. 

Birth  Rate  =17.6  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.05  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  18.5. 

Death  Rate  =13.1  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparatability  factor  of  1.07  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  14. 1. 
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Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fein. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

175 

170 

345 

12 

12 

24 

187 

182 

369 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 
infants 

1 

4 

5 

1 

1 

2 

4 

6 

under  1  wk. 

3 

6 

9 

— 

1 

1 

3 

7 

10 

1-4  weeks 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4  wks.-i  yr. 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Number  of  Houses  and  Caravans  and  Mains  Water  Supply 


Parish 

Number  of  Dwellings 

Properties 
connected  to 
Mains  Water 
Supply 

Houses 

Caravans 

Awre 

545 

2 

500 

Blaisdon . 

83 

1 

56 

Churcham 

234 

1 

148 

Cinderford 

2,313 

23 

2,285 

Drybrook 

905 

5 

896 

Huntley . 

161 

1 

140 

Littledean 

426 

5 

409 

Longhope 

368 

16 

321 

Mitcheldean 

653 

7 

596 

Ruardean 

393 

17 

380 

Ruspidge  . 

630 

30 

606 

Totals . 

6,711 

108 

6,337 

Mr  A.  H.  Moore,  the  Rating  Officer,  provided  the  numbers  of 
dwellings,  caravans  and  also  of  the  properties  connected  to  the  mains 
water  supply,  except  those  at  Huntley  and  Churcham  and  the  Dursley 
Cross  Area  of  Longhope  which  were  given  by  the  Gloucester  Corpora¬ 
tion  Water  Engineer. 

The  increase  in  population  from  the  1961  Census  shown  by  the 
Registrar  General’s  Estimate  was  so  small  that  no  useful  purpose 
could  be  served  by  calculating  variations  of  population  of  the  different 
Parishes.  An  exception  is  the  population  of  Mitcheldean  which  probably 
increased  by  about  55  to  1,986. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr  A.  D.  Parsons  reports  as  follows  : — 

The  Public  Health  Department  continued  to  work  under  difficulties 
because  of  the  inadequacy  of  staff.  The  post  of  Additional  Public 
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Health  Inspector  was  filled  by  Mr  R.  L.  Pugh,  who  commenced  his 
duties  on  the  3rd  February,  but  another  Inspector  is  required. 

There  were  1,300  entries  in  the  Complaints  Register  which  were 
investigated  and  dealt  with  apart  from  the  usual  routine  and  urgent 
work  which  had  to  be  done.  One  hundred  and  thirty-four  suspected 
cases  of  dysentery  and  food  poisoning  were  investigated.  Following 
the  Aberdeen  typhoid  epidemic,  shops  were  visited  to  trace  and  with¬ 
draw  from  sale  certain  batches  of  corned  beef. 

Regular  sampling  of  the  Council’s  mains  water  was  carried  out. 
Several  private  and  public  well  water  supplies  were  found  to  be  un¬ 
satisfactory  and  appropriate  action  was  taken  in  each  case  to  improve 
the  supply  or  to  obtain  an  alternative  one. 

It  was  necessary  to  work  in  liaison  with  the  Housing  Department  in 
respect  of  housing  grants,  the  scrutiny  of  plans  and  drainage  work, 
and  with  recommendations  for  the  allocation  of  tenancies  of  Council 
houses.  The  amount  of  work  in  connection  with  housing  was  consider¬ 
able,  poor  properties  were  inspected  and  reported  upon,  when  lists  of 
works  were  submitted  these  were  investigated  and  advice  given  to 
owners  and  prospective  purchasers,  in  some  cases  demolition  was 
supervised.  Much  time  was  also  spent  on  advice,  supervision  and  in¬ 
spection  of  drainage  work. 

The  Street  Cleansing  Service  is  increasing  with  new  and  replace¬ 
ment  receptacles  for  litter  in  different  Parishes  ;  extra  bins  were 
provided  at  lay-bys  on  main  roads  and  these,  together  with  the  con¬ 
tainers  provided  by  the  Forestry  Commission  at  favourite  tourist  sites, 
were  emptied  regularly. 

Several  complaints  were  received  of  foreign  matter  in  food  ;  these 
were  investigated  and  a  considerable  amount  of  food  was  condemned 
for  decomposition  because  tins  were  rusted  and  damaged. 

Unfortunately  very  little  could  be  done  to  comply  with  new  legis¬ 
lation  because  of  inadequate  staffing. 


Water  Sampling 

The  following  samples  were  taken  ;  thereby  a  watch  was  kept  on 
the  sources  of  mains  supply,  on  the  condition  of  the  water  as  supplied 
after  treatment,  and  the  purity  of  water  from  new  mains.  This  included 
the  water  obtained,  in  emergency,  through  plastic  pipes  from  the 
Gloucester  Corporation  mains  at  Westbury.  Certain  private  wells  were 
also  investigated. 

Submitted  for  chemical  examination  : 

Ten  samples  from  sources  of  supply  to  the  University  of  Bristol 

Analyst. 

Submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  : 

Sixty-four  to  the  Newport  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Eighteen  to  the  Bristol  Public  Health  Laboratory. 
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These  were  taken  as  follows  : 

Sources  of  mains  water .  20 

Taps  on  mains  of  treated  water  .  39 

New  mains  .  7 

Private  wells  .  16 

82 


Housing  Act,  1957 
Part  II 

Properties  reported  to  the  Council  as  being  unfit  and  incapable 

of  being  made  fit  at  reasonable  expense  . 

Action  deferred . 

Undertakings  accepted  not  to  use  house  for  human  habitation 

Closing  Orders  made  . 

Demolition  Orders  made  . 

Houses  rendered  fit  . 

Houses  demolished  . 


32 

2 

4 

19 

8 

2 

27 


Part  III 

No  Clearance  Orders  were  made  during  the  year  as  houses  which 
might  have  been  considered  in  this  way  were  dealt  with  individually  as 
they  became  vacant. 


Part  V 

Nineteen  families  were  re-housed  from  nineteen  unfit  properties. 
Certificates  under  the  Housing  Subsidies  Act,  1956,  were  issued 
accordingly. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

Only  one  application  was  received  for  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair  ; 
the  owner  of  the  house  agreed  to  carry  out  the  list  of  repairs  required 
by  the  tenant. 

Refuse 

The  refuse  collection  from  the  whole  of  the  District,  except  Cinder- 
ford  and  Ruspidge,  continued  to  be  carried  out  by  the  two  contractors, 
Messrs  E.  A.  Bayliss  and  C.  Bell. 

Refuse  collection  was  extended  to  properties  along  Forest  tracks 
that  had  been  made  into  highway  roads  by  the  Highway  Authority  at 
Popes  Hill,  Harrow  Hill,  Blakeney  Hill,  Collamore  and  along  Ches- 
grove  Lane,  Longhope. 

Refuse  tips  at  Ruardean  Woodside,  The  Plump,  Longhope  and  Blak¬ 
eney  caused  very  little  serious  trouble  and  gave  rise  to  only  a  few 
complaints.  The  tips  at  Ruardean  Woodside  and  Plump  Hill  were 
closed  during  the  year  at  the  request  of  the  Forestry  Commission. 
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Permission  from  the  Forestry  Commission  to  use  an  alternative  site  at 
The  Plump  is  being  awaited.  The  tips  received  regular  inspection  and 
also  attention  to  avoid  nuisances  from  vermin. 

Compliance  with  the  Ministry's  recommendations  for  controlled 
tipping  will  involve  greater  expense  for  this  service  in  future. 

Old  car  bodies  gave  rise  to  some  nuisance  and  a  satisfactory  method 
of  disposal  must  be  found. 

Street  Cleansing 

This  service  continued  to  increase  especially  at  main  road  lay-bys. 
Parish  Councils  have  asked  for  extra  bins  and  the  public,  becoming 
more  litter  conscious,  are  using  them  more  regularly.  There  are  now 
66  litter  bins  and  baskets  distributed  throughout  the  District.  A  twice 
weekly  collection  is  carried  out  during  the  summer  and  holiday 
periods,  otherwise  there  is  a  weekly  collection. 

The  removal  and  disposal  of  animals  killed  on  the  highways  was 
satisfactorily  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operator  and  included  dogs 
and  sheep,  where  the  owners  could  not  be  traced,  and  also  two  foxes 
and  one  badger. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 

Planning  permission  granted  by  County  Planning  Authority 
for  individual  caravans  (temporary) .  12 


Applications  refused  . 

•  *  *  •  •  • 

Applications  withdrawn . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Appeals  allowed . 

♦  •  *  •  •  • 

Total  considered . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

Number  of  Sites  licensed 

No.  of 
Caravans 

Woodview  Orchard  . 

30 

Wyelands . 

12 

Rocklands,  Longhope  . 

16 

Valley  Road,  Cinderford  . 

Queen’s  Farm,  Churcham  . 

69 

2 

Sites  for  individual  caravans  . 

no 

'  t '  otal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

239 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  i960 

Complaints  in  respect  of  noise  from  barking  dogs,  machinery  and 
stone  quarry  blasting  were  investigated. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

The  annual  licence  was  granted  to  the  only  pet  shop  in  the  District 
after  being  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property 
(Amendment)  Act,  1926 

Four  hundred  and  fifty-eight  Land  Searches  made  by  solicitors 
under  this  Act,  were  dealt  with  for  identification  and  observations  and 
a  number  required  up-to-date  inspections  of  the  properties  concerned. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Mr  C.  Barnard  continued  as  Rodent  Operator  for  the  year  and  gave 
a  very  efficient  service. 

Sewer  treatments — twenty-eight  manholes  were  found  to  be  infested 
with  rats  so  that  these,  with  adjacent  manholes,  made  a  total  of  84 
which  were  treated  with  poison  (zinc  phosphide).  This  was  carried  out 
between  the  21st  and  the  30th  September.  In  addition  three  private 
properties  were  treated  for  cockroaches,  two  for  ants  and  two  for  wasps. 


Inspections  Treatments 


Council  properties  (Sewage  Works, 
Refuse  Tips,  etc.)  . 

69 

Rats 

52 

Mice 

Dwelling  Houses  (including  Coun¬ 
cil  houses)  . 

520 

318 

53 

Other  properties  (including  busi¬ 
ness  premises) . 

240 

21 

13 

Agricultural  . 

143 

5 

— 

Factories  Act,  1961 

Factory  premises  registered  at  the  commencement  of  1964 
Premises  removed  from  Register  during  the  year 
Premises  added  to  Register  during  the  year 
Number  of  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  1964 


77 

5 

2 


74 
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Part  i 


i.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

No. 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosec’ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities  ...  ...  ... 

3 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

74 

34 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises) 

Total 

77 

37 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at 
the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned 
as  two,  three  or  more  “  cases  ”). 


Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.i.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S«2)  •  •  •  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

. 

_____ 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  (S. 4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6)  ...  ... 

_ __ 

- 

— 

_____ 

Sanitary  Conven- 
veniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

. 

- 

, 

. 

_____ 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

Total . 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Outworkers 

There  were  68  outworkers. 

Visits  and  Inspections 


Public  Health . 

.  1,219 

Slaughterhouse 

.  538 

Housing  . 

.  1,020 

Water . 

.  207 

Drainage  . 

.  490 

Caravans  . 

.  218 

Land  Searches 

66 

20 


Visits  and  Inspections  ( cont .) 

Food  and  Drugs 
Noise  Abatement 
Factories 

Refuse . 

Rent  Act 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Pests 

Street  Cleansing 
Atmospheric  Pollution 
Quarries 
Shops  Act 
River  Pollution 
Fire  Prevention 


168 

58 

37 

201 

2 

34 

164 

82 

16 

8 

58 

1 

1 


Total 


4,588 


Food  Condemned  (other  than  at  Slaughterhouse) 


One  side  of  bacon 
One  shoulder  of  bacon 
Desiccated  coconut 
Assorted  frozen  foods 

Fruit  . 

Vegetables 

Tinned  meat  (various) 

Milk  . 

Soup  1  • .  . . .  . 

Cream . 

Rice  pudding 

Fish  . 

Cooking  fat 


50  lbs. 
32  lbs. 

36  pkts. 
450  pkts. 
216  tins 
202 
116 

28 
18 
8 
6 
6  „ 

37  K>s. 


55 


55 


33 


33 


33 


33 


Ice-cream 

Premises  registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice¬ 
cream  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 


Manufacture,  storage  and  sale  (Cold  mix  method  only  was 
used)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Storage  and  sale  (pre-packed)  ice-cream  .  121 


Total 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


124 


No  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Seven  licences  to  slaughter  animals  for  food  were  renewed. 
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Meat  condemned  at  Slaughterhouse 


Carcase  meat  . 

1,991  lbs 

3  Bovine  heads  . 

100  ,, 

9  Pigs  heads  . 

108  „ 

Bovine  and  sheep  livers 

1,806  „ 

Lights  . 

280  „ 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

2,124 

— 

100 

12,249 

3>6c>3 

— 

Number  inspected  . . . 

2,124 

— 

100 

12,249 

3^603 

— 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

3 

3 

12 

6 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

204 

215 

40 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

9-7 

3-0 

1.9 

i-3 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

_ 

. 

— 

. 

. 

. 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

■ 

_ ___ 

8 

■  - 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.2 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

— .. 

a— 

~ 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

Although  an  early  start  was  made  in  implementing  this  Act,  very 
little  progress  was  made  with  inspections  and  registrations. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Preparations  were  made  for  the  coming  into  operation  of  this  Act  by 
the  distribution  of  explanatory  leaflets  and  application  forms  for 
registration. 

No  inspections  were  made  because  of  the  shortage  of  staff  but 
appropriate  applications  were  registered  and  copies  were  forwarded  to 
the  County  Fire  Service.  The  necessary  returns  were  made  to  the 
Ministry. 

Number  of  Premises  Registered  and  Persons  Employed  as  at  31st 


December,  1964 


Premises 

Males 

Females 

Offices 

25 

IOI 

56 

Retail  Shops  . 

64 

107 

193 

Wholesale  Shops 

3 

19 

4 

Catering  Establishments  and 
Canteens  . 

...  4 

1 

12 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

1 

1 

T  otals  ...  ...  ... 

97 

229 

266 

ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

Mr  J.  A.  N.  Butterworth,  a.i.a.s.,  reports  as  follows  : — 


Water  Supply  Statistics 


A  total  quantity  of  313,066,000  gallons  of  water  was  supplied  from 
the  various  sources  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1964,  and 
this  total  showed  an  increase  of  12,310,000  gallons  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 


Source 

Greenbottom  . 

West  Dean  R.D.C.  . 

Blakeney . 

Gloucester  Corporation 

Blaisdon  . 

Flaxley  . 

Little  London  . 

Mains  supply  from  Westbury  to 
Greenbottom  . 


gallons 

205,016,000 

75,500,000 

22,895,000 

4,374,000 

199,000 

1,582,000 

3,500,000 


Total 


313,066,000 
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Of  the  above  total  approximately  103J  million  gallons  were  dis¬ 
tributed  to  the  Northern  part  of  the  District  and  this  emphasises,  once 
again,  the  need  for  increasing  the  reservoir  capacity  in  that  area. 

Shortage  of  water  at  Greenbottom  during  September,  October, 
November  and  December  again  made  it  necessary  to  impose  restric¬ 
tions  to  the  part  of  the  District  served  by  the  Littledean  Hill  reservoir. 

Emergency  Supply 

It  became  apparent  by  the  end  of  November  that  the  water  supply 
was  not  likely  to  make  any  rapid  improvement  and  it  was  decided  to 
attempt  to  augment  the  existing  sources  by  taking  a  temporary  supply 
from  the  Gloucester  Corporation  at  Westbury-on- Severn,  the  nearest 
point  from  which  an  adequate  supply  was  available. 

Much  valuable  help  was  readily  afforded  by  the  Gloucester  City 
Water  Engineer  and  his  staff  and  after  completion  of  the  necessary 
preliminary  work  it  was  decided  to  lay  about  3  miles  of  6  inch  plastic 
pipe  overland  from  Westbury  to  Greenbottom.  The  pipe  laying  was 
carried  out  on  Sunday,  6th  December,  with  the  help  of  members  of  the 
Fire  Service  who  also  advised  on  the  siting  of  four  petrol  pumps  needed 
to  boost  the  supply.  Water  pumped  through  the  overland  main  was 
brought  into  the  distribution  system  after  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  had  expressed  himself  satisfied  with  the  results  of  samples  taken 
by  the  Public  Health  Department.  The  petrol  pumps  were  replaced 
within  a  week  by  deisel  engine  pumps  which  proved  much  more 
reliable  in  performance  and  also  much  less  costly  to  operate  and  main¬ 
tain. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  help  and  advice  given  and 
the  hard  work  done  in  connection  with  this  temporary  supply  by  the 
following  : — 

Gloucester  City  Water  Engineer  and  his  staff. 

Members  of  the  County  Fire  Service. 

Members  of  the  Civil  Defence  Organisation,  including  the  Welfare 
Section  who  provided  refreshments  for  about  60  personnel  and 
lastly  to 

All  members  of  the  Council’s  staff. 

Water  Supply — Distribution 

Extensions  were  carried  out  during  the  year  to  improve  the  supply 
to  the  Rank  Precision  factory  at  Mitcheldean,  as  well  as  to  housing 
development  at  Ruardean  and  Cinderford. 

New  Connections  to  Mains 

Connections  made  to  the  supply  mains  during  the  year  for  new  and 
existing  properties  totalled  10  existing  and  122  new. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Sewer  extensions  to  serve  a  number  of  properties  at  Plump  Hill 
Road,  Mitcheldean,  were  completed  during  the  year.  Work  was  com¬ 
menced  on  the  lay-out  of  sewers  and  the  provision  of  sewage  disposal 
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works  to  serve  the  village  of  Huntley  and  this  was  well  advanced  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  Improvements  to  the  Soudley  disposal  works  were  well 
advanced  and  the  schemes  for  the  sewering  of  Soudley  Village  and  the 
provision  of  new  works  at  Crump  Meadow  received  the  necessary 
approvals. 

Refuse  Collection  (Cinderford  and  Ruspidge) 

The  volume  of  refuse  collected  still  continues  to  increase  but  the 
service  operates  satisfactorily. 

Yew  Tree  Brake  Cemetery 

A  total  of  55  burials  were  carried  out  at  the  above  Cemetery  during 
1964. 


HOUSING  PROGRESS 

Mr  L.  A.  Andrews.,  d.p.a.,  the  Housing  Officer,  reports  as  follows  on 
the  number  of  houses  completed  : — 


Council  Houses 


Parish 

Pre-War 

Post-War 
up  to 
1963 

Comple 

ted  1964 

Total 

Houses 

O.P.B. 

Awre 

— 

36 

— 

— 

36 

Blaisdon 

— 

— 

— 

Churcham 

— 

12 

— 

— 

12 

Cinderford 

80 

306 

— 

— 

386 

Drybrook 

6 

136 

— 

— 

142 

Huntley 

— 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Littledean 

— 

85 

6 

— 

9i 

Longhope 

6 

24 

— 

— 

30 

Mitcheldean 

6 

137 

20 

2 

165 

Ruardean 

10 

73 

4 

2 

89 

Ruspidge 

26 

92 

— 

118 

134 

909 

30 

4 

ij°77 

Private  Dwellings 

The  number  of  private  dwellings  completed  during  the  year  was  88, 
making  a  total  of  706  since  1946. 


Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  applications  were  investigated  and  grants  were 
approved  by  the  Council  as  follows  : — 


Number 

Number 

Type  of  Grant 

approved 

completed 

in  1964 

in  1964 

Standard 

57 

46 

Discretionary 

11 

10 
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Applicants  for  Council  Accommodation 

There  were  587  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SUMMARY 


Water  Supply 
East  Dean  Mains  Supply 

The  Greenbottom  sources  were  inadequate  and  in  spite  of  assistance 
from  the  West  Dean  mains  supply,  restrictions  had  to  be  made  in  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year.  The  position  became  so  acute  during  December 
that  an  emergency  supply  was  obtained  from  the  Gloucester  Corpora¬ 
tion  main  at  Westbury  by  pumping  through  three  miles  of  6  inch 
plastic  pipes  laid  over  the  ground. 

Twelve  samples  from  the  Greenbottom  sources  were  taken  and 
examined  bacteriologically.  Some  of  these  showed  contamination. 

Six  samples  from  the  different  sources  were  submitted  to  the  County 
Analyst,  University  of  Bristol,  and  all  were  reported  on  as  chemically 
satisfactory. 

Five  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  from  the 
supply  delivered  by  the  plastic  pipes  and  all  were  reported  on  as  satis¬ 
factory.  Two  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  ;  the  first  taken 
on  the  8th  December,  showed  slight  turbidity  and  0.3  parts  per  million 
iron,  but  another  taken  on  the  16th  December,  was  clear  and  free  from 
iron. 

Thirty-one  samples  were  taken  throughout  the  year  of  the  treated 
water  as  delivered  by  taps  and  all  were  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 
Seven  samples  were  also  taken  of  the  water  from  two  new  mains  before 
they  were  brought  into  use. 


Southern  Area  Supply 

A  chemical  analysis  of  the  raw  water  was  satisfactory  and  at  the  same 
time  bacteriological  examination  showed  it  to  be  free  from  contamina¬ 
tion.  Eight  samples  of  the  treated  water  submitted  to  bacteriological 
examination  were  free  from  contamination. 


Gloucester  Corporation  Supply 

A  full  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological  examination  done  by  the 
Corporation’s  Chemist,  of  a  sample  taken  at  Huntley  were  satisfactory. 


Old  Gold  Mine  Supply 

This  is  supplied  raw  to  Bailey  Lane  End.  A  chemical  analysis  was 
satisfactory  but  a  bacteriological  examination  done  on  a  sample  at  the 
same  time  showed  slight  contamination.  Another  sample  showed 
marked  pollution. 
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Wells 

Six  wells  at  Huntley  were  sampled  in  January  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  all  showed  pollution.  These  were  repeated  in  March 
and  showed  similar  results.  Another  well  at  Huntley  sampled  in  Sept¬ 
ember  showed  pollution. 

A  sample  from  a  well  at  Longhope  and  one  from  a  well  at  Flaxley 
both  showed  pollution. 

A  sample  from  a  well  at  Dancing  Green  was  free  from  contamination. 


Sewerage 

As  reported  in  the  Surveyor’s  Report,  good  progress  was  made  with 
the  Huntley  Scheme,  the  sewer  extension  up  Plump  Hill  was  com¬ 
pleted,  improvements  were  made  to  the  Soudley  works,  and  plans  to 
sewer  Soudley  Village  and  to  construct  an  auxiliary  works  at  Crump 
Meadow  were  approved. 

In  my  opinion,  now  that  a  large  extension  is  being  made  to  the 
Rank’s  Factory  at  Mitcheldean,  the  Village  of  Longhope  should  be 
sewered  in  order  to  allow  residential  development. 
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Analyses  of  Main  Water  Supplies  (Raw  waters)  taken  on  1.7.64 
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LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman  :  R.  Meredith 
Vice-Chairman  :  W.  A.  Butt 

Members  (from  May,  1964)  :  Councillors  Mrs  A.  B.  Reissner,  G.  J, 
Bennett,  I.  J.  Brown,  N.  H.  Cooke,  W.  G.  Creswick,  M.  G. 
Edwards,  P.  E.  Goatman,  H.  Harley,  A.  F.  G.  Hopes,  J,  W. 
Manson,  C.  E.  Phelps,  T.  L.  Richards,  J.  G.  Wilson  and  M.  R. 
Wyman. 


Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  A.  T.  Hunt,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond.),  d.p.h., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Public  Health  Inspector  :  W.  M.  Richards,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.s.h. 


Statistics 

Population  =  13,650  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1964). 

Area  =  24,597  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  =  4,243. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1964,  was  £383,741. 

Product  of  a  id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1964,  was  £1,463  17s.  3d. 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  262.  Number  of  Deaths  =  i55. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  107. 

Birth  Rate  =  i9.2  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.14  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  21.9. 

Death  Rate=n.4  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparatability  factor  of  1.13  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  12.8. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

125 

128 

253 

4 

5 

9 

129 

133 

262 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 

1 

1  ■ 

1 

—  ” 

1 

1 

infants 
under  1  wk. 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1-4  wks. 

4  wks.- 1  yr. 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

Number 

of 

Dwellings 

Properties  connected  to 
Mains  Water  Supply 

(i)  Direct 

(ii)  Standpipe 

Alvington 

401 

132 

112 

1 

Aylburton 

805 

273 

244* 

— 

Hewelsfield 

377 

143 

118 

— 

Lydney 

5,293 

1,898 

1,868 

— 

St  Briavels 

1,166 

413 

360 

— 

Tidenham 

4,790 

1,104 

i,075 

— 

Woolaston 

818 

280 

247 

2 

Totals  ... 

13,650 

4,243 

4,024 

3 

*This  includes  78  dwellings  supplied  by  the  Aylburton  Village  supply. 

The  figures  for  the  number  of  dwellings  and  the  connections  to  the 
Mains  Water  Supply  were  given  by  D.  S.  Bennett,  a.r.v.a.,  the  Rating 
Officer,  and  the  population  estimates  are  the  Census  figures  with  the 
increase  shown  by  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  apportioned  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  changes  in  the  numbers  of  names  on  the  electoral  lists  since 
1961. 

The  population  estimate  includes  944  apprentices  at  the  Beachley 
Army  Apprentices’  School. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr  W.  M.  Richards  reports  as  follows  : — 

Housing 

Housing  Acts,  1936-57 

Individual  Unfit  Houses  considered  by  the  Council  : 

Closing  Orders  made  .  4 

Closing  Orders  made  in  respect  of  part  of  a  building  ...  2 

Undertakings  accepted  not  to  use  house  for  human  habitation 

until  rendered  fit  .  1 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  after  formal  action  .  3 

Houses  demolished  (not  in  Clearance  Areas)  .  2 

Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  above  Act 
were  received. 

Public  Health  Act 

In  addition  minor  defects  were  remedied  at  7  houses  by  owners  after 
consultation. 
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Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 


Sites  for 
Individual 
Caravans 

Permament 

Residential 

Sites 

Applications  received  during  1964  for  the  first 
time  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

21 

Applications  received  during  1964  for  the  re¬ 
newal  of  licences 

5 

_ 

Applications  in  respect  of  which  a  decision  was 
not  made  during  1963 

3 

— 

29 

— 

Applications  granted  during  1964 

17 

— 

Applications  refused  during  1964 

8 

— 

Applications  which  fell  within  the  first  schedule 
of  the  Act  (no  site  licence  necessary) 

3 

.  .  .. 

Applications  not  preceeded  with 

1 

— 

29 

— 

Number  of  Sites  (in  respect  of  which  licences  have  been  granted)  in 
Parishes 

Sites  for  Permanent 
Individual  Residential 
Caravans  Sites 

3  " 

3  — 

11  — 

9  — 

5  — 

9  1 

1  — 

41  1 

Severn  Bridge  Caravan  Park,  Beachley 

The  owner  of  the  Severn  Bridge  Caravan  Park,  Beachley,  has  now 
carried  out  works  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act. 

Water  Samples 

Eighty  samples  were  submitted  to  the  following  Laboratories  : — 
University  of  Bristol ,  Canynge  Hall ,  Bristol 

Five  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  and  four  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  from  the  raw  waters  of  the  main  supplies  : 
Ferneyley  Supply. 

Tufts  Level  Supply  (two  sets). 

Aylesmore  (Rodmore)  Boreholes  Supply. 

One  sample  for  chemical  analysis  was  taken  from  the  supply  at  the 
Public  Well,  Cold  Harbour,  St  Briavels. 


Aylburton 

Hewelsfield 

Lydney 

St  Briavels 

Tidenham 

Woolaston 
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Public  Health  Laboratory ,  Newport 


Bacterio¬ 

logical 

Examination 

Samples  taken  from  taps  on  mains  sup¬ 
plies  : 

Ferneyley  Supply  .  3 

Tufts  Level  Supply  .  8 

Aylesmore  (Rodmore)  Boreholes  ...  2 

Aylburton  Village  Supply  .  3 


Free 

Chlorine 

Estimate 


3 

5 

2 


Private  Spring  Supply  . 

Public  Wells  . 

Bathurst  Swimming  Pool  . 

Stream  supplying  this  Pool  . . 

Army  Apprentices  School,  Beachley, 

Swimming  Pool  . 

Investigation  of  seepage  of  water  into  a 
Public  Well . 


16 

13 

11 

6 

1 

3 

2 


10 


6 

3 


52 
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Milk 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

Dairies  not  at  farms  .  1 

Distributors .  29 

Distributors  with  premises  outside 
the  area  .  3 

Milk  Samples 

Eighteen  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Newport,  Mon. 

Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  12 ...  9  3 

Tuberculin  Tested  .  6 ...  4  2 

Milk  Vending  Machines 

In  the  District,  at  the  present  time,  there  are  three  Vending  Machines 
which  are  licensed  to  sell  a  Designated  Milk. 

Sedbury  Dairies  Ltd. 

Number  of  Producers  :  43 

Average  daily  throughput  of  milk  :  2,750  gallons 

Bottles  (daily  average)  :  27,250 

Reports  on  12  pint  bottles  taken  from  the  washing  machine  and  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination  on  the  7th  September,  1964,  were  satisfactory, 
the  mean  bottle  count  being  200  colonies. 
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Ice-cream 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 — Section  16 

There  were  66  premises  registered.  Four  new  premises  were  regis¬ 
tered  during  the  year. 

Premises  registered  : 

For  manufacture  (cold  mix  methods  used) .  2 

For  storage  and  sale  (pre-packed)  . .  .  64 

Twenty- two  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination, 
of  which  twenty  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  I  and  two  in  Grade 
II. 

Visits  were  made  but  no  action  was  found  necessary  in  respect  of  the 
handling  of  ice-cream  or  of  the  condition  of  the  premises. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958 

One  application  for  renewal  of  licence  under  the  above  Acts  was 
received  and  granted  by  the  Council  for  a  period  of  twelve  months. 

Meat  Inspection 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

Slaughtering  is  carried  out  between  the  hours  of  10.00  a.m.  and  7.00 
p.m.  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  in  each  week  and  it  has  been  possible 
to  maintain  a  100  per  cent  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered. 

Slaughtering  was  only  carried  out  at  one  licensed  premises  during  the 
year. 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1964,  the  following  animals 
were  slaughtered  : — 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

85 

— 

— 

597 

48 

— 

Number  inspected  . . . 

85 

— 

— 

597 

48 

— 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

2 

- 

. 

12 

.. __ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

2.4 

2.0 
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Cysticercosis  :  No  animal  slaughtered  was  found  to  be  affected  by 
this  infection. 

Tuberculosis  :  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  no  carcase,  part  of  a 
carcase  or  organ  of  the  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was 
affected  with  tuberculosis. 


Amount  of  Meat  and  other  Foods  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : — 


2  Bovine  Livers . 

12  Sheep  Livers . 

Cod  Fillets  . 

Kippers  .  ... 

1  tin  Corned  Beef  (imported) 

2  tins  Jellied  Veal  (imported) 
i  tin  Pork  (imported) 

i  tin  Pressed  Ham  (imported) 
i  tin  Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
Cheese 
Bacon 

Beef  (imported) 


24  lbs. 
17  » 

~j\  stone 

1  ,, 

6  lbs. 


12J  ozs. 
2li  lbs. 
18  „ 

63  33 


At  two  premises,  because  of  the  failure  of  the  Deep  Freeze  Plant, 
various  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily  surrendered  to  me,  which,  upon 
examination,  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Typhoid  Fever — Corned  Beef 

During  the  3rd  and  4th  June,  1964,  visits  were  made  to  all  food 
premises  in  the  District,  when  persons  selling  or  using  canned  meat 
were  asked  to  return  certain  batches  of  6  lb.  tins.  Twenty-two  tins  were 
found,  one  was  examined  bacteriologically  at  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory  but  no  organisms  were  found. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

The  Council  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  on  them  by  section 
3  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958,  issued  the  following  licences 
during  the  year  : — 

To  slaughter  and  stun  cattle,  calves,  sheep  and  pigs  ...  6 

To  slaughter  and  stun  pigs  only  .  9 

To  slaughter  and  stun  cattle,  calves,  sheep  and  pigs 
under  supervision  .  1 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Report  for  year  ended  31st  December,  1964  : — 


Type  of 

Property 

Local 

Auth. 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Business 

Premises 

Agricl. 

Premises 

Number  of  Properties  inspected  by 
Local  Authority  as  a  result  of  : — 

(a)  Notification 

5 

44 

15 

2 

(b)  Survey  under  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

.  . 

- 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when  visited 
for  other  purposes) 

14 

60 

224 

— 

Total  inspections  including  re- 

inspections 

18 

132 

269 

6 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
which  were  found  to  be  infested 
by  : — 

(a)  Rats  :  Major 

2 

Minor 

5 

42 

14 

— 

(b)  Mice  :  Major  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Minor 

2 

1 

3 

— 

Number  of  infested  properties 

treated  by  Local  Authority 

5 

42 

14 

2 

Number  of  Block  Control  schemes 

carried  out 

" 

' 

During  the  year  all  Council  properties,  including  refuse  tips,  sewer 
systems  and  stores,  were  kept  under  regular  observation  and  where 
necessary  were  treated  with  either  Warfarin  baits  or  Cymag  Gas. 

As  a  result  of  the  satisfactory  report  of  the  test  baiting  of  the  Council’s 
sewers  which  was  carried  out  during  November,  1963,  when  an  ex¬ 
tensive  test  baiting  of  the  whole  system  was  carried  out  over  a  period  of 
one  week,  it  was  recommended  by  the  Divisional  Pest  Officer  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  that  the  next  treatment  of 
the  Council’s  sewer  system  be  undertaken  during  November,  1964, 
when  34  manholes  were  tested  by  selection  throughout  the  system  and 
only  2  manholes  in  the  Sedbury  area,  showed  a  take  of  bait. 

Inspection  of  rat  and  mouse  infestation  was  incorporated  with  in¬ 
spection  for  other  purposes  at  224  business  premises.  In  addition  42 
dwelling  houses  and  14  business  premises,  as  well  as  2  farms,  were 
treated  against  rodent  infestation,  as  a  result  of  inspection  and  notifica¬ 
tion. 

Possible  source  causing  recurring  infestations  at  Hill  Street,  Forest 
Road  and  Swan  Road,  Lydney,  was  The  Cut,  and  no  satisfactory 
detailed  inspection  of  this  watercourse  from  the  Iron  Bridge  to  Forest 
Road,  could  be  carried  out  to  determine  the  extent  of  the  infestation 
until  the  overgrowth  had  been  cleared. 

The  Council  employed  Rodent  Contractors,  Ratsouris  Ltd.,  who  did 
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their  work  very  well  and  co-operated  with  me  and  with  Mr  H.  F.  Lewis, 
the  Divisional  Executive  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  I  should 
also  like  to  thank  this  Officer  for  advice  on  related  matters. 


Lydney  Shipping 

Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  year  1964  : — 


Number 

Number 

Number  of  Vessels 

Coastwise 

(Motors) 

(Sailing) 

Tonnage 

reported 
to  be 
defective 

on  which 
defects  were 
remedied 

— 

536 

30,827 

— 

— 

Traffic  Summary,  1964 


Year 

Vessels 

Vessels 

Timber 

Coal 

Other 

Inwards 

Outwards 

Imported 

Exported 

Cargoes 

1963 

376 

362 

27,132  tons 

— 

— 

1964 

536 

528 

38,028  tons 

• - 

— 

Increase 

160 

166 

10,896  tons 

Decrease 

1 

' 

" 

" 

Factories  Act,  1961 
Part  1 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

No. 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosec’ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

2 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth- 
ity 

47 

26 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises) 

9 

11 

T  OTAL  •  ••• 

58 

39 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned  as 
two,  three  or  more  “  cases  ”). 


Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.i.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.3)  . 

- 

- 

_____ 

-  - 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6) 

- 

_ 

----- 

.  - 

_____ 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

-  - 

- 

- r- 

. 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

— 

■ — 

— 

• - 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

1 

1 

I 

Total  ... 

1 

1 

— 

I 

— 

Register  of  Factories 

Changes  during  the  year  :  added  i,  deleted  i. 

Outworkers 

Whitecroft  Pin  Manufacturing  Co.  Ltd.,  Lydney,  Glos.  :  7 
Typrod  Ltd.,  Lydney,  Glos.  :  13 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928 

Forty-four  licences  were  issued  by  the  Council  for  the  storage  of 
Petroleum  Spirit  : — 
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Number  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1963  ... 
Number  of  Licences  granted  by  the  Council 
Number  of  Licences  not  renewed  . 


Number  of  transfers  . 

Summary  :  Filling  Stations  .  18 

Farms  ...  .  7 

Factories  .  9 

Quarries  ...  ...  ...  2 

Business  Premises  ...  8 


46 

1 

3 

4 


Total  44 


Petroleum  (Carbide  of  Calcium)  Order,  1929 

Two  premises  were  licensed  for  the  keeping  of  carbide  of  calcium. 

Game  Act,  1831 

One  Game  Dealer’s  Licence  was  granted  under  the  above  Act. 


Public  Health  Act 

Complaints  :  Of  the  complaints  received  under  the  above  Act,  one 
third  were  in  respect  of  defective  drainage  systems. 

Unauthorised  Tipping 

Unauthorised  dumping  of  all  kinds  of  rubbish  in  quarries,  ditches 
and  many  open  spaces  still  continues  to  increase,  and  in  my  opinion 
these  places  are  becoming  litter  bins  for  people  passing  through  who 
have  no  respect  for  the  countryside. 

Fairgrounds 

Fairs  are  held  annually  at  Lydney  and  Tutshill  and  visits  were  made, 
when  it  was  found  that  water  supply  and  sanitary  accommodation  were 
adequately  provided. 

Food  Premises 

Inspections 

Number  inspected  of  the  following  : — 

(a)  Slaughterhouse .  93 

(b)  Butchers’  Shops .  37 

(c)  Grocers’  Shops .  59 

(d)  Catering  Establishments  .  12 

(e)  Other  Food  Premises,  including  Mobile  Shops, 

School  and  Factory  Canteens  .  23 


Shops  Act,  1950 

Two  shops,  because  of  restricted  accommodation,  were  granted  a 
Certificate  of  Exemption  from  the  provisions  of  Sub- Sections  2(c)  and 
4(c)  of  Section  38  of  the  above  Act. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

Alterations  and  improvements  were  carried  out  to  four  shops  in  the 
area. 
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Licensed  Premises 

Alterations  were  carried  out  to  two  premises  with  improvements  to 
sanitary  arrangements. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

Two  licences  authorising  the  keeping  of  boarding  establishments  for 
animals  were  granted. 


Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions) 

Act,  1963 

Seasonal  casual  gangs  are  employed  on  a  few  farms  during  the  black¬ 
currant  and  potato  harvesting  and  temporary  sanitary  accommodation 
was  provided. 

Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property 

(Amendment)  Act,  1926 

Three  hundred  and  four  Land  Searches  were  passed  through  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  observation,  a  number  of  which  required 
identification  and  inspection. 


Clean  Air  Act 

Notification  was  received  in  October  with  regard  to  the  proposed 
installation  of  an  incinerator  for  scrap  tyres  with  steam  raising  boiler 
at  Watts  Tyre  and  Rubber  Co.  Ltd.,  Lydney  Industrial  Estate. 

H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  Gloucester,  and  a  representative  from 
Fire  Service  Headquarters,  Cheltenham,  were  consulted  on  this  matter. 

From  observations  taken  at  intervals  over  a  period,  it  was  found  that 
the  emission  of  black  smoke  from  chimneys  at  two  factories  did  con¬ 
stitute  a  nuisance.  The  managements  of  both  premises  realised  that 
the  emission  of  black  smoke  could  not  be  prevented  with  the  existing 
equipment  and  I  was  informed  that  an  order  had  been  placed  for  a  new 
automatic  boiler  to  be  installed  in  one  of  these  factories  during  1965. 

A  survey  was  carried  out  of  the  built  up  area  of  Brockweir  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  in  conjunction  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  ascertain  the 
classification,  details  as  to  existing  washing  facilities,  water  closet 
accommodation  and  method  of  sewage  disposal  of  the  properties  de¬ 
tailed  below  : — 

Dwelling  Houses  27 

Shop  Premises  .  2 

Licensed  Premises  .  1 

Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Proposed  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  at  Sedbury 
and  Tut  shill  in  the  Parish  of  Tidenham 

A  survey  of  the  existing  sanitary  arrangements  and  methods  of 
disposal  was  carried  out  in  respect  of  properties  at  Sedbury  and  Tutshill 
for  the  purpose  of  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme. 
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ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 


Mr  H.  I.  Spratt,  m.i.mun.eng.,  a.m.t.p.i.,  m.r.s.h.,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

The  water  pumped  to  the  District  is  derived  from  five  sources  : — 

(1)  Ferneyley  Springs. 

(2)  Boreholes  at  Rodmore. 

(3)  Tufts  Level. 

(4)  Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water  Board  for  parts 
of  the  Parish  of  Tidenham. 

(5)  Bulk  supply  from  West  Dean  Rural  District  Council  for  Neds 
Top,  Lydney. 


The  Ferneyley  Springs  are  the  main  source  and  supply  the  parishes 
of  Lydney,  Aylburton,  Alvington  and  parts  of  Woolaston,  from  the 
reservoirs  at  Heaven’s  Gate  and  Chapel  Hill,  Aylburton.  The  Pumps  at 
Rodmore  lift  the  water  from  the  Borehole  and  it  is  then  boosted  to  the 
Reservoir  at  Harthill,  St  Briavels,  to  supply  the  parishes  of  Hewels- 
field,  St  Briavels,  parts  of  Woolaston  and  Tidenham. 

The  supplies  from  Ferneyley  Springs  and  Rodmore  are  so  designed 
that  the  yield  from  one  source  can  be  utilised  to  supplement  the  other. 

The  water  from  Tufts  Level  is  used  mainly  for  Industrial  purposes, 
but  also  supplies  the  Canteen  on  the  Industrial  Estate,  together  with 
the  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Lydney  Junction  Station. 

The  estimated  yields  and  consumption  were  as  follows  : — 

Ferneyley 

Springs  Rodmore  Tufts  Level 

Yield  .  120,500,000  68,600,000  146,000,000 

Amount  Utilised  . . .  95,500,000  68,600,000  32,000,000 


Surplus 


25,000,000 


1 14,000,000 


No  records  are  available  of  the  quantity  of  water  supplied  to  the 
Army  Apprentices’  School  at  Beachley,  or  to  other  properties  within 
the  parish  of  Tidenham,  which  are  in  the  statutory  area  of  the  Newport 
and  South  Monmouthshire  Water  Board. 

The  village  of  Aylburton  is  still  supplied  by  a  small  spring,  and  is 
not  directly  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Council. 

Waste  detection  meters  installed  in  the  new  and  old  mains  have 
enabled  the  waste  detection  programme  to  continue. 

No  new  mains  have  been  laid  during  the  year,  except  those  required 
to  supply  new  development  in  the  vicinity  of  Lydney. 

Although  a  scheme  was  investigated  to  supply  the  northern  extremity 
in  the  village  of  Aylburton  it  was  decided  that  because  of  the  high  cost 
this  proposal  should  be  abandoned. 

With  the  building  of  new  houses  and  the  continued  progress  of  the 
modernisation  of  existing  houses,  the  demand  for  water  continues  to 
increase  and  it  would  appear  that  if  the  area  is  to  expand,  further 
sources  of  water  must  be  secured  in  the  very  near  future,  and  I  feel 
that  this  is  one  of  the  first  steps  the  new  Board  should  take  when  the 
water  supply  is  handed  over  to  them  on  the  1st  April,  1965. 
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This  may  well  be  the  last  report  on  water  that  will  be  prepared  by 
me  because  the  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  was  formed 
in  November  of  this  year  and  takes  over  the  supply  to  this  and  adjoin¬ 
ing  Districts  on  the  ist  April,  1965,  and  I  would  like  to  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  thanking  the  Water  Supplies  Committee  for  their  co-operation 
and  understanding,  and  also  the  members  of  my  staff  for  their  loyalty 
and  service  over  a  number  of  years. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

During  the  year  the  scheme  at  St  Briavels  was  completed  and  offici¬ 
ally  opened  on  Saturday,  5th  September,  1964,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  78  houses  were  connected  to  the  new  sewers.  Steps  were  being 
taken  to  secure  the  connection  of  the  remaining  properties  at  Alvington, 
Woolaston  and  Aylburton. 

The  scheme  for  the  drainage  of  Aylburton  Common  was  commenced 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  and  this  should  provide  drainage  for 
the  first  time  to  approximately  65  houses. 

Detailed  plans  are  being  prepared  for  the  drainage  of  Sedbury  and 
Tutshill,  areas  in  the  parish  of  Tidenham.  This  should  bring  in  approxi¬ 
mately  347  houses  which  are  not  yet  served  by  sewers,  making  a  total 
of  646  houses  which  will  then  have  drainage  facilities. 

It  is  hoped  to  go  to  tender  on  this  scheme  towards  April  or  May, 
1965. 

I  have  been  asked  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  to  look  into  the 
question  of  drainage  in  the  parish  of  Brockweir,  as  complaints  have 
been  received  from  the  Wye  River  Board.  This  is  a  very  difficult 
problem  and  will  require  a  considerable  amount  of  thought  and  at  this 
stage  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  report  any  progress  on  this  scheme. 

HOUSING  PROGRESS 

Mr  H.  I.  Spratt,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  reports  as  follows  : — 

Ten  new  Council  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  and  the 
number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Authority  by  the  end  of  1964  is  as 
follows  : — 


Parish 

1964 

Pre-War 
and  up  to 
1946 

Post-War 

including 

1964 

Total 

Alvington 

2 

14 

19 

33 

Aylburton 

— 

8 

36 

44 

Hewelsfield  . . . 

2 

6 

6 

12 

Lydney 

— 

259 

296 

555 

St  Briavels 

6 

8 

26 

34 

Tidenham 

— 

50 

144 

194 

Woolaston 

— 

12 

39 

51 

Total 

10 

357 

566 

923 

Fifteen  Council  houses  were  sold  to  sitting  tenants  during  the  year. 
In  addition  to  the  above  the  Council  own  twelve  cottages  at  Lydney 
and  six  at  Tutshill. 


4i 


Private  Houses  completed  during  the  year 

Lydney  36,  Tidenham  58,  St  Briavels  8,  Woolaston  6,  Aylburton  3, 
Hewelsfield  1,  Alvington  2,  total  114,  bringing  the  number  built  since 
the  war  to  71 1. 

Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  seven  Discretionary  Grants  and  thirty-five  Standard 
Grants  were  approved. 

Applicants  for  Council  Accommodation 

There  were  219  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SUMMARY 
Water  Supply 

The  water  of  the  main  domestic  supplies,  Ferneyley  Springs  and 
Aylesmore  Boreholes,  were  examined  and  found  to  be  chemically  and 
bacteriologically  satisfactory  in  the  raw  condition.  Samples  were  also 
taken  from  the  taps  of  the  treated  waters  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  were  satisfactory. 

Tufts  Level 

Tufts  Level  is  used  mostly  for  industry.  A  chemical  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  of  the  raw  water  taken  on  the  30th  September,  were 
satisfactory.  The  amount  of  hypochlorite  required  to  treat  this  water 
increased  on  the  18th  November,  and  a  sample  taken  on  the  25th  Nov¬ 
ember,  showed  gross  bacterial  pollution.  This  was  still  present  at  a 
repeat  examination  on  the  7th  December,  and  again  on  the  15th  Dec¬ 
ember.  On  the  latter  date  a  chemical  examination  was  made  and  this 
showed  5.4  parts  per  million  of  free  ammonia,  5.6  p.p.m.  albuminoid 
ammonia  and  5.8  p.p.m.  nitrate.  Although  it  was  possible  to  maintain 
residual  chlorine  in  the  water  and  so  control  bacterial  pollution,  yet  the 
water  could  not  be  regarded  as  chemically  suitable  for  domestic  use. 

On  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  drainage  from  the  Bream  Pig 
Farm  was  lagooned  on  a  bank  and  with  rain  was  washed  into  a  stream 
which  disappeared  underground  and  hence  must  have  found  its  way 
into  the  Tufts  Level. 

Aylburton  Village  Supply 

The  samples  taken  from  this  supply  for  bacteriological  examination 
showed  persistent  but  slight  contamination. 

Tidenham  Parish 

This  Parish  is  in  the  area  supply  of  the  South  Monmouthshire  Water 
Board.  Some  properties  are,  however,  supplied  by  the  Lydney  supply. 

A  private  spring  at  Tidenham  house  supplying  eight  properties,  two 
caravans  and  leading  to  a  public  well  was  found  to  be  heavily  contamin¬ 
ated  and  the  owners  were  asked  to  obtain  connections  to  the  mains. 
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Sewerage 

The  position  is  as  described  in  the  Surveyor’s  Report  ;  in  all  Parishes 
except  Hewelsfield  there  is  a  sewerage  system.  In  this  Parish  there  is  at 
present  no  need  for  a  scheme  except  in  the  Village  of  Brockweir,  which 
lies  partly  in  this  Parish  and  partly  in  the  St  Briavels  Parish.  Brockweir 
is  a  picturesque  Village  which  forms  part  of  the  beauty  of  the  Wye 
Valley,  and  although  sewerage  may  be  difficult  because  of  its  proximity 
to  the  River  and  liability  to  flood,  I  consider  it  should  be  sewered  if 
possible. 


Bathurst  Swimming  Pool 

All  the  samples  taken  from  this  Pool  were  bacteriologically  satis¬ 
factory  and  the  tests  for  chlorine  showed  suitable  small  amounts.  A 
sample  of  the  water  supplying  the  Pool,  unfortunately,  showed  gross 
pollution  which  is  an  extra  strain  on  the  purification  apparatus. 


Analyses  of  Main  Water  Supplies  (Raw  waters)  taken  on  30.9.64. 


Aylesmore 

Borehole 

Ferneyley 

Springs 

Tufts 

Level 

Chemical  (parts  per  million) 

Total  Dissolved  Solids 

256 

190 

304 

Loss  on  ignition 

37 

22 

23 

Mineral  Matter 

219 

168 

281 

Total  hardness 

212 

162 

280 

(a)  Permanent 

72 

52 

IOI 

(b)  Temporary  . 

140 

no 

179 

Chlorine  (as  Chloride) 

12 

13 

13 

Free  Ammonia 

0 

0 

0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0 

0 

0 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

1.09 

1.65 

1.82 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

0 

0 

0 

Lead  ...  *.«  « .  *  •  •  • 

0 

0 

0 

Copper  . 

0 

0 

0 

Zinc  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Iron  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Reaction  pH . 

7.6 

7.9 

74 

Bacteriological 

Plate  Count. 

24  hours  at  37°C . 

1- 

1- 

2 

72  hours  at  22°C . 

20 

7 

10 

Coliform  bacilli  (probable  numbers 
per  100  ml.)  . 

0 

0 

5 

Bact.  coli  (type  I)  . 

0 

0 

1 
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NEWENT  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman  :  R.  S.  Chew 

Vice-Chairman  :  Mrs  B.  V.  W.  Rowden 

Members  (from  May,  1964)  :  Councillors  B.  D.  Bodinham,  J.  M. 
Brooks,  W.  J.  Cummins,  F.  Dunn,  R.  P.  Ovington,  W.  E.  Parry, 
P.  Price,  J.  M.  Smith,  F.  A.  Windsor-Clive,  W.  E.  Wright  (re¬ 
signed  September,  1964),  J.  W.  J.  Thackwell  (from  November, 
1964). 


Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  A.  T.  Hunt,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond.),  d.p.h., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector  :  H.  S.  Jenkinson,  a.i.a.s., 

M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Pests  Officer  :  T.  A.  Chetwood 


Statistics 

Population =8,980  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1964). 

Area =40,845  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  =  2,900. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1964,  was  £153,964  os.  od. 

Product  of  a  id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1964,  was  £603  os.  od. 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  i65.  Number  of  Deaths  =  9i. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  74. 

Birth  Rate  =18.4  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatibility  factor  of  1.10  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  20.2. 

Death  Rate=io.i  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparatability  factor  of  0.99  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  10.0. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitima 

te 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

93 

67 

160 

1 

4 

5 

94 

7i 

165 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 
infants 
under  1  week 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1-4  weeks 

4  wks.-i  year 
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Number  of  Houses,  Mains  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage 


Parish 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

Prop 
connet 
Mains  Wa 

erties 
;ted  to 
ter  Supply 

Prop 
with  wat 
conne 

erties 
er  closets 
cted  to 

(i) 

Direct 

(ii) 

Standpipe 

(i) 

Sewer 

(ii) 

Sept.  Tank 

Bromsberrow  ... 

70 

5i 

— 

— 

27 

Corse  ... 

162 

138 

— 

38 

78 

Dymock 

384 

318 

5 

48 

96 

Hartpury 

247 

239 

— 

21 

96 

Kempley 

80 

7i 

— 

— 

46 

Newent 

1,070 

1,056 

14 

593 

176 

Oxenhall 

71 

50 

— 

— 

30 

Pauntley 

53 

27 

— 

— 

26 

Redmarley 

242 

205 

— 

17 

96 

Rudford 

82 

68 

— 

— 

46 

Staunton 

121 

1 12 

— 

— 

76 

Taynton 

149 

125 

— 

— 

92 

Tibberton 

98 

95 

— 

— 

5i 

Upleadon 

71 

57 

— 

— 
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Totals . 

2,900 

2,612 

19 

717 

978 

The  increase  in  population  from  the  1961  Census  shown  by  the 
Registrar  General’s  Estimate  was  so  small  that  no  useful  purpose  could 
be  served  by  calculating  variations  of  population  of  the  different 
Parishes,  except  that  the  population  of  Newent  Parish  probably  in¬ 
creased  by  about  233  to  3,400. 

The  Gloucester  Corporation  Water  Undertaking  supplied  all  the 
properties  on  the  mains  except  the  following  : — 

Malvern  Urban  District  Council  supplies  all  the  5 1  properties  served 
at  Bromsberrow,  52  properties  at  Dymock  and  19  at  Redmarley.  Also  a 
bulk  supply  of  31,078,000  gallons  was  taken  from  the  Gloucester 
Corporation  Supply  to  serve  652  properties  in  Newent  Town. 


SURVEYOR  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S 

REPORT 

Mr  H.  S.  Jenkinson  reports  as  follows  : — 

Public  Health  Section 
Housing 

Housing  Act,  1957 
Part  II 

Action  under  Sections  16/17. 

(a)  (i)  Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders 

were  made  .  2 
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(ii)  Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 

nta^l  e  . . .  . » .  •  •  •  *  *  *  . . .  « » .  .  * «  ^ 

(iii)  Dwellings  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were 
accepted  that 

(a)  the  houses  would  not  be  used  for  human 

habitation  until  made  fit  .  i 

(b)  that  works  would  be  done  to  make  the  proper¬ 
ties  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  Closing  orders  determined  after  properties  had  been 

made  fit  (Section  27)  .  Nil 

Closing  order  on  part  of  a  dwelling  determined  ...  Nil 

(c)  Unfit  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  or  made  fit 

by  informal  action .  ...  47 

(d)  Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use  .  Nil 

Part  III 

Clearance  and  Development  : — 

The  Newent,  Upper  Church  Street  Clearance  Order  was  confirmed 
by  the  Minister. 

Part  IV 

Overcrowding  :  Nine  cases  of  overcrowding  were  remedied  by  re¬ 
housing  in  Council  houses. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received. 


Factories  Act,  1961 
Part  1 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  of 

Premises 

No. 

on 

Register 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosec’ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

I,  ij  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities  ...  ...  ... 

6 

12 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth- 
lty  ...  ...  ... 

20 

20 

1 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises)  ...  ...  ... 

8 

8 

Total  . 

34 

40 

1 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned  as 
two,  three  or  more  “  cases  ”). 


: 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects  were  for 

ind 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.i.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.3)  . 

_ 

- 

- 

— 

.  - 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  (S. 4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6)  . 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

Sanitary  Conven- 
veniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

.  _  - 

. 

.  . 

. 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

Total . 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 
Table  A.  Registrations  and  General  Instructions. 


Class  of  Premises 

Premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Registered 
Premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ... 

10 

10 

-- 

Retail  Shops 

24 

24 

— 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to 

— • 

— 

— 

the  public,  Canteens 

3 

3 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

1 

" 

Table  R.  Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
Premises  :  38. 

Table  C.  Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by 
workplace. 


Class  of  workplace 

Persons 

employed 

Offices 

V/UlWvO  *  1  «  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

5i 

Retail  Shops 

95 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses 

— 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  ... 

4 

Canteens  •••  . . .  .»>  •  • .  « •  •  .  •  •  . . . 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots 

2 

J\^Lale  •••  •••  #*•  •••  •••  ••• 

66 

F  emale  •••  •  •  •  •  *  •  •  •  •  •  *  *  •  * »  * » * 

86 

TT  otal  •••  •  •  •  •••  •••  ••• 

152 

Caravan  Licences 

Thirty-five  caravan  sites  are  licensed  throughout  the  District  for  45 
caravans.  There  are  no  large  caravan  sites. 

Water  Supplies 

The  water  from  one  well  was  examined  bacteriologically  and  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory. 


Meat 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924  -  1952 
Slaughterhouses 

There  are  three  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  :  one  at  Newent,  one 
at  Tibberton  and  one  at  Dymock,  the  last  being  used  only  occasionally. 
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All  slaughterhouses  comply  with  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regula¬ 
tions  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations. 
The  slaughterhouse  at  Tibberton  has  been  reconstructed. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Eight  slaughtermen  are  licensed  in  the  District. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

215 

— 

— 

1,058 

376 

— 

Number  inspected  . . . 

215 

— 

— 

1,058 

376 

— 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

4 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

20 

— 

_ 

14 

24 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

9-3 

1-7 

6.4 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

- 

- 

-  -  -  - 

_ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

.  — 

■ 

3 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

0.8 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  , 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

- 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

t 

— 

— 

— 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  organs  condemned  :  440  lbs. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

This  Department  is  notified  when  shops  or  individuals  suspect  that 
items  of  food  are  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  following  was 
condemned  during  the  year  : — 

Canned  meats  .  6  lbs. 

Fruit  and  vegetables  ...  4  lbs. 


Ice-cream 

There  are  no  ice-cream  manufacturers  in  the  District.  Twenty -four 
premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  ;  one  is  for  soft  ice¬ 
cream  and  the  others  are  for  pre-packed  ice-cream. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Type  of  Business 

Total 

No. 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

Remarks 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

15 

35 

This  includes  school  canteens. 

Grocery  and 

Provision  Shops 

34 

60 

This  includes  sweet  shops  and 
chemists. 

Ice-cream  Vendors 

24 

40 

Registered  under  S.16  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Butchers  Shops 

7 

52 

(This  includes  two  Mobile  Trad¬ 
ers  from  outside  the  District). 
Three  registered  under  S.16 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
(sausage  making,  etc.). 

Fishmongers 

2 

14 

(This  includes  one  Mobile  van). 
There  is  one  fried  fish  shop  in 
the  District. 

Bakehouses 

2 

2 

Licensed  Premises 

19 

36 

All  in  good  hygienic  condition. 

Dairies 

3 

9 

Registered  under  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1959. 

Wholesale  Premises 
(food  manufacture) 

2 

5 

Egg  Packing  and  Poultry  Dress¬ 
ing  Stations. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

During  the  year  the  following  work  was  carried  out 


Type  of  Property 

Inspections 

Treatments 

Local  Authority  : 

Sewage  works  and  Refuse  tips  ... 

20 

4 

Dwelling  houses 

(including  Council  houses) 

236 

1 

All  other 

(including  Business  Premises) 

76 

2 

T otcil  •••  •••  ...  •••  •*.  ••• 

332 

7 

Agriculture  . 

33 

2 

50 


Details  of  work  carried  out  on  Sewers  and  Refuse  Tips  : — 


Sewers  and  Works 

Action  Taken 

Result 

Cleeve  Lane  Sewage  Works 

Treatment 

Minor 

Infestation 

Cleared 

Cadbury’s  Sewage  Works 

Inspection 

Clear 

Newent  Town  Sewers 

Test  Baited 

Clear 

Dymock  Sewerage  System 

Test  Baited 

Clear 

Refuse  Tips 

Action  Taken 

Result 

Malswick  Tip 

T  reatments 

Still  being 
treated 

Kempley 

Treatments 

Clear 

Dymock 

Treatments 

Clear 

When  this  Council  carries  out  treatment  at  private  dwellings  or 
business  premises  at  the  request  of  the  owner/occupier,  charges  are 
made  to  cover  the  full  cost  of  treatment,  except  in  the  case  of  old  age 
pensioners. 

The  Council  have  no  arrangements  to  carry  out  disinfestation  by 
contract. 

One  of  the  Council’s  employees  undertakes  part-time  duty  in  rodent 
control  when  necessary.  The  methods  employed  are  those  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 


Surveyor’s  Section 


Improvement  Grants 

Discretionary  Grants  for  conversion  or  improvement  of  housing 
accommodation. 

Application  approved  : 

Conversions  .  — 

Improvements .  14 

Standard  Grants  for  improvement  of  dwellings  : 

Applications  approved  .  35 

Grants  paid  after  completion  of  work  ...  41 

Number  of  amenities  provided  :  Baths  36,  wash-hand  basins  37, 
hot  water  systems  35,  water  closets  38  and  food  stores  30. 

Refuse  Collection 

From  October,  refuse  collection  in  the  outlying  areas  was  carried  out 
at  two  weekly  instead  of  four  weekly  intervals.  The  Newent  Town 
collection  is  weekly. 

No  problem  exists  in  finding  suitable  controlled  tipping  sites.  The 
filling  in  of  a  length  of  old  canal  on  a  County  Council  smallholding  was 
nearly  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Newent 

Work  continued  on  the  new  Cleeve  Lane  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
which  are  expected  to  be  in  operation  in  the  middle  of  1965.  A  new 
surface  water  drain  was  laid  in  Watery  Lane. 


Corse,  Staunton  and  Dymock 

The  position  at  the  above  works  is  unchanged. 


Hartpury 

Further  progress  on  the  designing  of  a  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal 
scheme  was  delayed  pending  consideration  of  a  proposal  for  pumping 
sewage  to  Ashleworth,  an  adjoining  village  in  the  Gloucester  Rural 
District,  and  the  construction  of  a  joint  sewage  disposal  works  there. 


Tibberton  and  Bromsberrow  Heath 

The  Council's  Consulting  Engineers  submitted  preliminary  reports 
on  the  sewering  of  these  two  villages. 


Public  Conveniences 

There  are  two  public  conveniences  in  Newent  and  one  at  Dymock. 
As  an  experiment  to  reduce  wilful  damage,  coin  boxes  were  removed 
giving  free  admission. 


Petroleum  Storage 

Forty-nine  premises  were  licensed  for  bulk  storage  of  petrol. 
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HOUSING  PROGRESS 

Mr  H.  S.  Jenkinson  reports  as  follows  on  the  number  of  houses  com¬ 
pleted  : — 

Council  Houses 

The  following  new  houses  were  erected  : 

West  View,  Newent  (Stage  2)  :  6  houses. 

Danfords  Lane,  Hartpury  :  5  dwellings. 

Wintours,  Dymock  :  2  dwellings. 

Work  commenced  on  West  View,  Stage  3  (20  dwellings)  and  site 
works  were  carried  out  at  Pimms  Site,  Newent  (24  dwellings). 


Parish 

1964 

Pre-war 

Post-war 

including 

1964 

Total 

Bromsberrow  ... 

— 

6 

4 

10 

Corse  ... 

— 

6 

20 

26 

Dymock 

2 

16 

29 

45 

Hartpury 

5 

10 

11 

21 

Kempley 

— 

4 

12 

16 

Newent 

6 

54 

138 

192 

Oxenhall 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Pauntley 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

Redmarley 

— 

8 

16 

24 

Rudford 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Staunton 

— 

6 

6 

12 

Taynton 

— 

8 

7 

15 

Tibberton 

— 

2 

4 

6 

Upleadon 

— 

6 

6 

12 

Total 

13 

126 

263 

389 

Applicants  for  Council  Accommodation 

There  were  220  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Improvements  to  Council  Houses 

The  installation  of  water  closets  at  1  and  2  Cropthorne  Cottages, 
Dymock,  completed  the  elimination  of  pail  closets  in  pre-war  Council 
houses. 

Hot  water  systems  were  installed  at  17  Council  houses  and  alterations 
to  convert  outside  water  closets  to  inside  at  24  Council  houses. 

Other  improvement  work  included  the  undersealing  of  roofs  at  86 
houses  to  protect  against  driving  snow  and  to  increase  thermal  insula¬ 
tion.  This  completed  the  undersealing  of  all  the  roofs  of  pre-war  houses. 

Private  Houses 

Sixteen  private  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  making  a  total  of 
418  during  the  post-war  period. 

Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property 
(Amendment)  Act,  1926 

Two  hundred  and  five  Land  Searches  passed  through  the  Depart¬ 
ment  for  observation  and  checking. 
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WEST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman  :  W.  G.  Morgan 

Members  (from  May,  1964)  :  Councillors  Miss  J.  E.  Davies,  Mrs 
M.  I.  C.  Tandy,  G.  G.  Green,  W.  F.  Gwilliam,  G.  T.  D.  Jenkins, 
R.  S.  Jones,  A.  W.  Price,  F.  D.  Smith  and  P.  L.  Thomas. 


Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  A.  T.  Hunt,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond.),  d.p.h., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  :  W.  T.  Bebb,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  :  J.  Buchan,  cert.  r.  san.  inst., 

SCOTLAND 

Assistant  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector  :  E.  T.  Nelmes 

Statistics 

Population  =  17,700  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1964). 

Area =24, 1 55  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  =  5,8 17. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1964,  was  £360,255. 

Product  of  a  id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1964,  was  £1,357  I7S-  3d. 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  307.  Number  of  Deaths  =  238. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  69. 

Birth  Rate  =17.3  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparatability  factor  of  1.04  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  18.0. 

Death  Rate=i3.5  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparatability  factor  of  1.04  this  gives  a  corrected  rate  of  14.0. 

Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

151 

141 

292 

9 

6 

15 

160 

147 

307 

Still  Births 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Death  of 

- - 

infants 

under  1  wk. 

2 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

5 

1-4  weeks 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4  wks.-i  yr. 

2 

2 

1  1 

1 

1  1 

1  1 

2 

2 
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Number  of  Houses  and  Caravans  and  Mains  Water  Supply 


Parish 

No. 

of 

Dwell¬ 

ings 

No. 

of 

Cara¬ 

vans 

Connected  to  Mains  Water  Supply 

Dwelling  Houses 

(i)  (ii)* 

Direct  Stand- 
pipe 

Caravans 
(i)  (ii)* 

Direct  Stand- 
pipe 

West  Dean  R.D. 

Coleford 

1,068 

39 

1,055 

6 

3i 

8 

English  Bicknor 

144 

3 

133 

3 

3 

— 

Lydbrook  Parish 

781 

6 

750 

12 

3 

2 

Newland  Parish 

343 

6 

312 

5 

5 

1 

Staunton 

69 

1 

67 

1 

West  Dean  Parish 

Berry  Hill 

486 

19 

456 

1 

16 

3 

Bream 

789 

4 

753 

1 

3 

1 

Broadwell 

507 

4 

497 

— 

4 

— 

Ellwood 

167 

9 

150 

— 

7 

1 

Milkwall 

243 

33 

237 

— 

3i 

2 

Parkend 

204 

1 

202 

— 

1 

— 

Pillowell 

158 

1 

140 

4 

1 

— 

Viney  Hill 

126 

6 

108 

— 

3 

5 

Whitecroft 

190 

— ■ 

181 

2 

— 

Yorkley 

410 

— 

397 

4 

— 

— 

Total  W.D.  Parish 

3,280 

77 

3,121 

12 

66 

12 

Total  West  Dean 
Rural  District 

5,685 

132 

5,438 

38 

108 

24 

*  Includes  properties  with  an  outside  tap. 

Mr  E.  Nelmes  supplied  me  with  the  number  of  dwellings  and  the 
properties  connected  to  the  mains  water  supply  for  the  above  table. 

The  increase  in  population  from  the  1961  Census  shown  by  the 
Registrar  General’s  Estimate,  was  so  small  that  no  useful  purpose 
could  be  served  by  calculating  variations  of  population  of  the  different 
Parishes. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr  W.  T.  Bebb  reports  as  follows  : — 

Housing 

(a)  Action  under  Section  16/17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  .  27* 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  undertakings 
were  accepted  that 

(a)  the  houses  would  cease  to  be  used  for  human 

habitation  1 

(b)  the  houses  would  be  made  fit  to  the  satisfaction 

of  the  Local  Authority  .  Nil 
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(iii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  closing 

orders  were  made  in  lieu  of  demolition  orders  ...  1 1 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under¬ 

takings  were  cancelled  after  necessary  work  had  been 
completed  and  houses  made  fit  .  Nil 

(b)  Action  under  Section  24  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Number  of  demolition  orders  revoked  after  properties 
involved  had  been  made  fit  .  4 

(c)  Action  under  Section  27  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Number  of  closing  orders  determined  after  properties 
had  been  made  fit  .  2 

(d)  Action  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Number  of  closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition 
orders  substituted  .  1 

(e)  Action  under  Part  III  (Clearance  and  Re-Development)  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1957  Nil 

*  Includes  one  house  owned  by  the  Council  and  certified  as  being 
unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Demolition  of  Condemned  Properties 

Thirty-one  houses  were  completely  demolished  during  the  year  and 
a  further  forty-six  were  in  the  process  of  being  demolished  when  the 
year  ended. 

Five  properties  were  demolished  in  default  of  the  owners  and  the 
number  demolished  in  this  way  since  1955  now  totals  13. 

Slum  Clearance 

Although  the  Council’s  first  Slum  Clearance  programme  was  com¬ 
pleted  at  the  end  of  1963,  a  further  39  properties  were  condemned  in 
1964.  Many  more  houses  remain  to  be  dealt  with  and  this  number  is 
increasing  as  time  goes  on  due  to  the  rapid  deterioration  which  is  taking 
place,  particularly  in  tenanted  properties.  In  fact  it  does  appear  that  in 
the  not  too  distant  future,  the  number  of  houses  in  West  Dean  still 
tenanted  and  not  ‘  tied  ’  or  owned  by  the  Council  will  be  negligible. 
Practically  all  tenanted  houses  in  West  Dean  are  let  at  rents  which  make 
it  uneconomic  to  attempt  even  to  keep  them  in  repair. 

Even  an  increase  in  rent  to  the  statutory  limits  still  leaves  it  ridicu¬ 
lously  low  as  the  rateable  value  on  which  the  increase  is  based  is  in 
itself,  on  this  type  of  property,  very  low.  Further,  with  rents  at  this 
level,  even  comparatively  small  items  of  necessary  repairs  cannot  be 
classed  as  reasonable  and  accordingly  the  only  action  possible  is  con¬ 
demnation. 

Improvement  Grants 

Properties  in  respect  of  which  applications  for  Standard  Grants  were 
received,  were  inspected  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  in 
appropriate  cases  such  additional  works  as  were  found  to  be  necessary 
to  satisfy  the  conditions  relating  to  fitness  of  the  property  were  re¬ 
quired  to  be  undertaken  by  the  applicants. 
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Sixty-two  properties  were  inspected  for  this  purpose  during  the  year, 
works  additional  to  the  provision  of  the  Standard  amenities  being 
required  in  61  cases. 

This  compares  with  86  inspections  during  1963,  with  additional 
works  necessary  in  84  cases. 

During  1964  work  on  the  improvement  of  dwellings  with  the  aid  of 
Standard  Grants  was  satisfactorily  completed  in  38  cases. 

Water  Supply 

Ninety-eight  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport,  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  report. 


Mains  Supply 

Twenty-two  of  these  were  of  raw  water  from  Redbrook  Pumping 
Station  and  thirteen  of  raw  water  from  Lydbrook  Pumping  Station. 

Fifty-one  samples  were  taken  from  various  points  on  the  mains  and 
of  these  only  five  were  reported  to  be  not  satisfactory.  Twelve  samples 
were  also  taken  of  new  mains. 


Public  Wells 

The  use  of  water  from  public  wells  again  decreased  during  the  year. 
Fortunately,  although  21  of  these  sources  are  still  accessible  to  the  public 
comparatively  few  properties  now  have  to  rely  on  them  for  their  supply 
of  domestic  water.  This  reduction  has  been  achieved  by  the  connection 
of  properties  to  the  mains  where  these  were  already  available,  by  the 
extension  of  existing  mains  and  by  the  closing  of  a  large  number  of 
houses  which  had  no  water  by  action  under  the  Housing  Act. 


Milk  and  Dairies 

Register  of  Dairies 

The  number  of  registered  dairies  remained  at  four.  These  are 
dairies  other  than  those  situated  at  dairy  farms  which  are  registered 
with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Register  of  Milk  Distributors 

Number  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  1964 .  15 

Removed  from  the  register  during  the  year  .  3 

Added  to  the  register  during  the  year  .  1 

Total  number  of  registered  distributors  at  the  end  of  the 
y  c3.it  •  •  •  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  13 

In  addition,  six  distributors  sold  milk  in  the  District  from  premises 
situated  outside,  and  were  required  to  be  registered  only  with  the  Local 
Authority  within  whose  area  their  premises  were  situated. 

The  number  of  dairy  farmers  selling  milk  by  retail  in  the  District  fell 
to  fourteen. 
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Milk  Sampling 

During  the  year,  twenty-two  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport,  for  examination.  Of 
these,  fifteen  were  samples  of  raw  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  the 
remaining  samples  were  of  Tuberculin-Tested  (Pasteurised)  milk. 
Three  of  the  former  and  one  of  the  latter  failed  to  satisfy  the  prescribed 
tests. 

The  registration,  licensing  and  supervision  of  milk  producers  and 
processors  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  and  the  County  Councils.  District  Councils  are  concerned 
only  with  the  registration  of  retailers,  dairies  not  connected  with  dairy 
farms,  and  a  few  other  minor  items. 

I  feel  that  consolidation  of  the  existing  Milk  and  Dairies  legislation 
is  desirable,  whereby  the  administration  of  all  aspects  of  the  law  relating 
to  milk  production  and  distribution  would  be  vested  in  one  authority. 

The  present  situation,  I  feel,  gives  rise  to  duplication  of  effort  and 
lack  of  co-ordination  in  the  control  of  this  important  section  of  the 
food  industry. 


Ice-cream 

Register  of  Ice-cream  Premises 

Number  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  1964 .  96 

Removed  from  the  register  during  the  year  .  9 

Added  to  the  register  during  the  year  .  1 

Number  of  registered  premises  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  88 

In  thirteen  cases  registration  was  transferred  to  new  occupiers 
following  changes  in  the  occupation  of  registered  premises. 

There  was  one  manufacturer  of  ice-cream  in  the  District,  the  “  cold 
mix  ”  method  being  used.  All  other  ice-cream  was  supplied  by  the  large 
manufacturing  companies. 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  because  of  the  inability  to 
obtain  supplies  of  “  dry-ice  ”  necessary  for  the  despatch  of  samples  to 
the  Laboratory. 


Food  Hygiene 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  food  premises  in  the  District 


was  as  follows  : — 

Bakers  .  6 

Butchers  ...  .  18 

Caterers .  27 

Chemists .  3 

Fish  and  Chip  Fryers  .  5 

Fishmongers  .  3 

General  Shopkeepers  .  88 

Grocers  .  18 

Sweet  Shopkeepers  .  14 


In  addition,  several  mobile  shops  operate  throughout  the  District, 
and  there  are  occasionally,  one  or  two  stalls  in  the  Market  Place, 
Coleford,  during  the  summer. 
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Meat  and  other  Food  Inspection 

The  following  food  was  inspected  at  various  premises  in  the  District, 
and  condemned  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

i  X  8  lb.  can  New  Zealand  Lambs’  Livers  ...  Sourness 

22  cartons  various  Ice-creams  .  Excessive  Softness 

i  x  14 \  lb.  joint  of  Meat  .  Extensive  Bruising 

1 X  6  lb.  can  Corned  Beef  .  Decomposition 

19  lbs.  Meat  .  Decomposition 

1  X  6  lb.  can  Corned  Beef  ...  .  Discoloration 

27  x  \  lb.  packets  Lard  .  Rancidity 

1  X  1  lb.  can  Cooked  Ham  .  Decomposition 

The  above  figures  do  not  represent  the  total  amount  of  unsound  food 
found  in  the  District.  The  majority,  particularly  that  contained  in  tins, 
was  returned  direct  to  the  wholesalers  by  the  shopkeepers. 

No  complaints  regarding  the  purchase  of  food  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption  were  received  from  the  general  public. 

In  June,  information  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 
regarding  6  lb.  cans  of  Corned  Beef  which  had  been  processed  at  two 
South  American  plants  where  raw  river  water  was  in  use  for  cooling 
purposes.  As  it  was  suspected  that  Corned  Beef  from  one  of  these 
sources  may  have  been  associated  with  the  epidemic  of  Typhoid  Fever 
in  Aberdeen  at  that  time,  food  premises  in  the  District  were  visited  and 
a  total  of  102x6  lb.  cans  were  inspected.  None  of  these  were  found  to 
have  originated  at  the  plants  concerned. 

Slaughterhouses 

There  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  and  no  post¬ 
mortem  meat  inspection  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936  and  1961 
Statutory  Notices 

The  majority  of  nuisances  were  abated  without  recourse  to  formal 
action. 

It  was  found  necessary,  however,  to  serve  five  formal  notices  during 
the  year.  In  four  of  these  cases  work  to  remedy  the  nuisances  had  been 
completed  and  in  the  fifth  case  work  is  in  progress. 

Ninety-one  statutory  nuisances  were  satisfactorily  dealt  with  on  a 
informal  basis,  largely  by  personal  contact  with  the  author  of  the 
nuisance. 


Factories  Act,  1961 

Section  8 

Number  of  premises  on  the  Register  at  the  commencement  of 
1  6  zj.  ...  ...  ...  » « «  ...  ...  ...  ...  6  7 

Premises  removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year .  6 

Premises  added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  .  7 

Number  of  registered  Factory  premises  at  the  end  of  1964  ...  68 
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Part  i 


i.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

Prosec’ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  i,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

68 

33 

i 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  j  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

Total  . 

68 

33 

i 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned  as 
two,  three  or  more  “  cases  ”). 


in 

Number 
which  defec 

of  cases 
:ts  were  four 

id 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of 
cleanliness 
(S.i) 

-- 

- 

- 

■  - 

- 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

— ' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

(S.3) 

. 

- 

1 

.. 

■  ■  T 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

(S.4) 

.  . 

_ 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

___ 

. 

. 

. 

Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

5 

3 

— 

5 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the 

Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding 
offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

Total  ... 

5 

3 

— 

5 

— 

Section  133 

A  total  of  1 12  persons  was  listed  as  outworkers. 

One  hundred  and  eight  of  these  were  employed  by  a  local  metal 
fastener  manufacturer.  The  remaining  four  were  employed  by  a  local 
clothing  firm  which  closed  down  during  the  year. 
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General 


Swimming  Baths 

The  mechanical  filtration  and  chlorinating  plants  at  both  the  Bell’s 
Grammar  School  and  the  Berry  Hill  Secondary  Modern  School  con¬ 
tinued  to  function  satisfactorily. 

Checks  for  free  and  residual  chlorine  and  for  pH  values  were  carried 
out  regularly  and  in  addition  seven  samples  were  taken  during  the  year 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newport,  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination.  All  the  samples  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

Considerable  care  continued  to  be  exercised  both  by  the  School 
staffs  concerned  and  this  Department. 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960 


Details  from  Register  of  Site  Licences  : — 

Site  Licences  on  Register  at  the  end  of  1963  . 

Site  Licences  removed  from  Register  on  31st  December,  1963, 

because  of  expiry  of  licence  . 

Site  Licences  on  Register  at  beginning  of  1964  . 

Site  Licences  registered  (including  renewals)  during  1964 

Site  Licences  expired  during  1964  . 

Site  Licences  on  Register  at  end  of  1964  . 

Included  in  these  are  : — 

Holiday  Sites  .  1 

Residential  Sites  . .  ...  73 


73 

23 

50 

25 

1 

74 


The  73  residential  site  licences  authorise  the  stationing  of  145 
caravans. 

Ten  caravans  are  occupied  on  sites  which,  by  nature  of  their  use,  are 
exempt  from  the  licensing  requirements  of  the  Act. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

The  private  firm  of  pest  control  specialists  continue  to  provide  a 
satisfactory  service  and  their  contract  was  therefore  renewed.  They 
undertake,  for  a  fixed  sum,  all  the  operating  duties  normally  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Council,  including  all  the  treatment  of  business  premises, 
farms,  etc.,  from  the  owners  of  which  they  recover  any  expenses  in¬ 
volved,  if  considered  necessary. 

A  summary  of  the  year’s  work  is  tabulated  below  : — 


Type  of  Premises 

No.  of 
Premises 

Type  of  Infestation 

Treated 

Treated 

Rats 

Mice 

Agricultural . 

— 

— 

— 

Business  . 

12 

10 

2 

Domestic  . 

119 

1 12 

7 

Local  Authority  . 

18 

18 

— 

T  otal  ...  ...  ... 

149 

140 

9 
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Treatments  were  also  administered  during  the  spring  and  autumn  to 
the  Coleford  old  culvert  system  and  to  the  Lydbrook  stream  and  culvert. 

The  biennial  test  baiting  of  ten  per  cent  of  the  manholes  on  the 
Coleford  and  District  post-war  sewer  network  was  again  negative. 

It  is  reassuring  that  although  rats  can  gain  access  to  these  main 
sewers  at  storm  water  overflow  points  at  no  time  has  this  baiting  shown 
that  an  infestation  has  occurred. 

Petroleum  Spirit  and  Calcium  Carbide 

Number  of  premises  licensed  to  store  petroleum  spirit  ...  54 
Number  of  premises  licensed  to  store  calcium  carbide  ...  2 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

One  licence  to  slaughter  animals  was  issued  during  the  year. 

Game  Act,  1831 

No  dealers  licences  under  this  Act  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Land  Charges  Act,  1925 

Enquiries  were  regularly  received  and  answered,  relating  to  Official 
Searches. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  licence  was  issued  during  the  year  to  use  premises  in  Coleford 
as  a  Pet  Shop. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

One  licence,  subject  to  conditions,  was  issued  to  applicants  at  Joy- 
ford  to  keep  boarding  kennels  for  dogs. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

A  weekly  kerbside  collection  is  provided  to  all  parts  of  the  District 
although  some  householders  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the  service, 
putting  out  their  bins  on  alternate  weeks  only.  Of  a  total  of  5,968 
properties  only  51  are  so  situated  as  to  be  inaccessible  to  the  refuse 
collection  vehicles. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  by  semi-controlled  tipping  at  Howlershill 
Quarry,  Cannop  Road,  the  employment  of  controlled  tipping  being  at 
present  impossible  because  of  the  depth  of  the  quarry  and  the  access 
thereto.  The  old  tip  near  the  above-mentioned  quarry  was  levelled  off 
during  the  year  by  a  private  contractor  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Forestry 
Commission  and  myself. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Forms  of  registration  have  been  received  in  respect  of  65  premises 
under  the  above  Act,  certain  sections  of  which  came  into  force  on  1st 
May,  1964.  The  Act  prescribes  certain  standards  with  regard  to  sani¬ 
tary  accommodation,  washing  facilities,  floor  area,  temperature, 
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lighting,  ventilation,  etc.,  which  are  applicable  in  this  District  to  offices, 
shops,  both  retail  and  wholesale,  and  catering  establishments,  where 
persons  are  employed  to  work. 

A  number  of  inspections  of  such  premises  have  been  made  and  it  is 
evident  that  a  large  proportion  of  premises  will  require  works  to  be 
carried  out  in  order  to  comply  with  the  Act. 

It  should  be  added  that  the  number  of  registration  forms  already 
received  does  not  give  an  accurate  indication  of  the  position  as  many 
employers  have  not  registered  their  premises  with  the  Council,  and  it 
is  anticipated  that  the  figure  quoted  above  will  be  considerably  in¬ 
creased. 


ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 


Mr  H.  Parks,  m.i.mun.e.,  m.i.h.e.,  m.inst.p.h.e.,  reports  as  follows  : 


Water  Supply 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  amounted  to  23.88  inches,  and  was, 
in  fact,  the  lowest  for  at  least  10  years.  This,  of  course,  has  had  an 
adverse  influence  on  the  yield  of  springs,  and  in  February  (when  the 
yield  should  have  been  at  its  highest),  it  amounted  to  no  more  than 
924,000  gallons  per  day  at  Lydbrook,  as  against  a  normal  yield  of  not 
less  than  1,500,000  gallons.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  summer,  the 
yield  fell  to  680,000  gallons  per  day  at  this  source. 

At  Redbrook,  including  Big  Well,  the  total  yield  during  the  late 
summer,  amounted  to  518,000  per  day— again  considerably  lower  than 
is  normally  experienced. 

The  total  daily  demand  in  August  was  1,198,000  gallons,  and  it  will 
thus  be  seen  that  the  total  yield  from  all  sources  exactly  balanced  the 
demand.  In  actual  fact,  the  demand  had  to  be  controlled  to  match  the 
available  yield,  and  this  was  achieved  by  slightly  reducing  the  amount 
available  to  East  Dean  Council.  Even  so,  the  amount  being  supplied 
to  that  Council  was  250,895  gallons  daily  (an  excess  over  the  agreed 
maximum  by  more  than  70,000  gallons  per  day). 

As  the  year  progressed  and  the  yields  began  to  increase,  so  it  became 
possible  to  gradually  increase  the  help  afforded  to  East  Dean  Council 
until  in  November  a  total  supply  to  them  of  318,000  gallons  per  day 
was  achieved. 

The  statistics  of  supply  for  the  year  are  : — 

Total  amount  abstracted  from  all  sources  :  427,908,000  gallons. 
Distribution  : 


To  East  Dean  R.D.C. 

To  Lydney  R.D.C . 

To  Monmouth  Gas  and  Water 

Boards  . 

To  Beecham  Factory 
To  West  Dean  R.D.C. 


Gallons 

75,500,000 

255,5°0  (estimated) 

254,000 

30,507,000 

321,391,500 


Total 


427,908,000 


Taking  into  account  the  water  used  only  in  West  Dean  R.D.C.  area 
and  deducting  the  amount  served  by  meter  for  trade  or  industrial  use, 
the  average  domestic  daily  consumption  per  head  of  population  amoun¬ 
ted  to  44.75  gallons,  as  against  38.28  gallons  in  the  previous  year. 

The  usual  maintenance  work  was  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  Pump¬ 
ing  Stations  during  the  year,  and  all  pumps,  motors,  switch  gear,  etc., 
received  attention  which  in  many  instances  entailed  the  complete 
stripping  down  of  pumps  and  their  renovation  and  rebuilding. 

At  Lydbrook  Pumping  Station,  now  that  main  sewers  are  available, 
a  water  closet  was  erected  and  the  drains  connected  to  those  sewers. 

The  Knockalls  reservoir  was  cleaned  out  and  sterilized  during  the 
year  and  considerable  maintenance  work,  including  painting  and 
decorating,  was  done  at  the  Pumping  Stations. 

New  4  inch  water  mains  have  been  laid  in  the  whole  of  the  village  of 
Lydbrook  and  new  pressure  reducing  valves  have  been  installed. 
Additionally,  new  4  inch  water  mains  have  been  laid  at  Coleford  and 
Broadwell,  together  with  new  4  inch  and  3  inch  mains  on  private 
development  housing  estates.  Small  diameter  pipe  lines  have  been 
laid  at  Marions  Lane,  Berry  Hill,  and  at  The  Firlands,  Bream,  whilst 
at  Coalway  the  Council  took  over  a  pipe  line  originally  laid  by  the 
Forestry  Commission. 

Arising  from  the  re-alignment  and  re-shaping  of  the  highway  at 
Berry  Hill  and  Staunton,  a  length  of  7  inch  diameter  trunk  main  had 
to  be  replaced,  and  this  was  achieved  without  any  appreciable  inter¬ 
ruption  of  supply. 

At  the  Sling  reservoir,  the  ingoing  and  outgoing  trunk  mains  were 
re-arranged  to  afford  a  higher  pressure  in  the  Stowe  Green  area. 

The  number  of  new  connections  to  the  mains  during  the  year  amoun¬ 
ted  to  121. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Of  the  whole  of  West  Dean  R.D.C.  area,  the  Parishes  of  Coleford 
and  Lydbrook,  together  with  the  wards  of  Berry  Hill  and  Broadwell 
of  West  Dean  Parish,  are  served  with  main  sewers  and  sewage  treatment 
works,  and  the  Council  have  a  comprehensive  scheme  now  being  pre¬ 
pared  by  Consulting  Engineers  to  serve  Bream,  Brockhollands,  White- 
croft,  Parkend,  Pillowell,  Yorkley,  Oldcroft  and  Viney  Hill,  all  of 
which  comprises  the  greater  part  of  the  remainder  of  the  West  Dean 
Parish. 

The  outstanding  parts  of  West  Dean  R.D.C.  area  yet  to  be  dealt  with 
are  English  Bicknor,  Staunton,  Clearwell,  Newland,  Redbrook,  Sling, 
Gorsty  Knoll,  Palmers  Flat,  Milkwall,  and  parts  of  Christchurch  and 
Broadwell.  With  the  increasing  modernisation  of  existing  dwellings  and 
the  number  of  new  dwellings  each  year  in  these  localities,  it  is  becoming 
more  and  more  necessary  that  these  outstanding  areas  be  served  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

Not  only  from  a  public  health  point  of  view,  but  also  from  a  general 
development  and  progress  standpoint  it  has  become  quite  evident  that 
where  sewers  are  available,  then  private  development  of  a  “  scheme  ” 
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type  will  more  readily  materialise.  In  fact,  one  could  justifiably  say  that 
the  lack  of  sewers  in  areas  where  all  other  amenities  are  available  is  a 
great  hindrance  to  progress. 

In  all  the  unsewered  areas,  there  are,  of  course,  Housing  Act  sewers 
and  treatment  works  to  serve  the  Council’s  many  and  extensive  housing 
estates. 

At  the  Coleford  treatment  works  at  Newland,  a  scheme  has  now  been 
prepared  for  a  very  large  extension,  including  so  far  as  is  possible,  the 
mechanisation,  of  the  works.  This  will  remedy  the  grossly  overloaded 
state  of  the  unit  and  should  enable  further  sewerage  extensions  for 
Christchurch  and  the  remaining  part  of  Broadwell.  At  the  same  time, 
it  should  also  give  the  opportunity  to  prepare  schemes  for  the  laying  of 
sewers  to  serve  Milkwall,  Sling,  Clearwell,  Newland  and  Staunton.  If 
these  schemes  could  be  achieved  concurrently  with  the  Bream/Pillowell, 
etc.,  scheme,  then  the  West  Dean  R.D.C.  area  would  indeed  be  “  ripe 
for  development.” 

On  the  matter  of  disposal  works  maintenance,  mention  was  made  last 
year  of  the  difficulty  of  disposing  of  accumulated  sludge,  particularly 
from  the  Coleford  Works.  This  problem  has  now,  however,  been 
resolved  by  extending  the  Council’s  contract  for  wet  sludge  extraction 
and  its  disposal  at  their  Sludge  Disposal  Quarry  at  Fetter  Hill. 

At  Lydbrook,  some  extra  sludge  lagoons  have  been  excavated,  but 
though  now  in  use,  it  is  too  early  to  comment  on  their  success  or  other¬ 
wise. 

Maintenance  work  continues  on  all  the  smaller  Housing  Act  disposal 
works,  and  a  considerable  degree  of  adjustment  and  renovation  of 
distributor  equipment  on  the  filter  beds  has  been  attained.  As  with  the 
larger  treatment  works,  the  sludge  is  removed  direct  from  settling  and 
humus  tanks  by  tanker  vehicle  and  disposed  of  at  Fetter  Hill. 

Existing  premises  connected  to  main  public  sewers  during  the  year 
numbered  as  under  : — 


Lydbrook 

33 

Broadwell 

7 

Berry  Hill 

2 

Coleford 

3 

45 

Additionally,  all  new  dwellings  and  all  existing  dwellings  in  course 
of  modernisation  were  connected  to  main  sewers  wherever  such  were 
available.  The  School  at  Lydbrook  was  also  connected. 

During  the  year  the  Council  entered  into  a  mechanical  and  electrical 
maintenance  agreement  with  Air  Products  Ltd.,  for  the  maintenance  of 
sewage  and  sludge  pumping  stations.  There  are  nine  such  stations  re¬ 
quiring  regular  attention. 

Also  during  the  year  the  main  sewer  was  extended  at  Coleford,  so  as 
to  be  available  for  a  new  private  development  estate. 

The  provision  of  all  laterals  at  Lydbrook  was  completed  during  the 
year  to  enable  many  more  properties  to  connect. 
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At  the  Coleford  Works,  mains  water  was  laid  on  for  the  use  of  the 
attendants. 


Housing 

During  the  year  plans  were  approved  for  the  erection  of  98  new 
dwellings,  and  for  the  modernisation  of  120  private,  and  42  Council 
dwellings. 

In  respect  of  the  modernisation  of  private  dwellings,  the  Council 
made  10  Discretionary,  and  51  Standard  Grants,  and  also  52  loans. 

On  Council  house  construction,  22  new  bungalows  and  9  new  houses 
were  completed. 


HOUSING  PROGRESS 

Mr  A.  C.  Luker,  the  Housing  Officer,  reports  as  follows  on  the 
number  of  houses  completed  : — 


Council  Houses 


Parish 

1964 

Pre-war 

Post-war 

including 

1964 

Total 

Coleford  . 

4 

166 

261 

427 

English  Bicknor 

8 

16 

24 

Staunton 

— 

— 

11 

11 

Newland 

Clearwell 

— 

10 

18 

28 

Redbrook 

— 

34 

— 

34 

Lydbrook 

Lydbrook 

4 

52 

4 

56 

Joys  Green  . 

— 

20 

123 

143 

West  Dean 

Berry  Hill  . 

11 

50 

68 

118 

Bream . 

4 

80 

127 

207 

Broadwell 

— 

64 

44 

108 

Ellwood 

— 

6 

6 

Milkwall 

— 

6 

38 

44 

Parkend 

2 

12 

45 

57 

Pillowell 

— 

12 

12 

Viney  Hill  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whitecroft 

— 

30 

24 

54 

Yorkley  . 

6 

42 

9i 

133 

Total 

31 

592 

870 

1,462 

Of  the  31  dwellings  completed  and  occupied  during  1964,  22  were 
one  bedroom  type  bungalows  which  were  let  to  tenants  of  pensionable 
age. 

In  addition  to  the  number  of  dwellings  set  out  above,  the  Council 
own  eight  other  units  of  accommodation,  all  of  which  are  occupied. 
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Private  Houses 

Seventy- three  were  completed  during  the  year,  making  a  total  of  455 
during  the  post-war  period. 


Applicants  for  Council  Accommodation 

There  were  345  applicants  for  Council  houses,  79  of  whom  were 
pensioners  asking  for  the  tenancies  of  Old  Persons  Bungalows. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  SUMMARY 

Water 

Regular  sampling  was  done  throughout  the  year. 


Raw  Waters 

Full  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the 
Limekiln  Pool  Springs  at  Lydbrook,  the  Redbrook  Springs  including 
Big  Well  and  Big  Well,  Redbrook,  separately.  These  were  satisfactory 
but  the  waters  had  to  be  chlorinated  for  purification. 

Apart  from  these  examinations,  samples  of  the  raw  waters  were 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  as  follows  : 


Lydbrook  Pumping  Station 

Thirteen  samples  were  taken  from  the  collecting  chamber,  of  which 
only  three  were  free  from  contamination  and  in  three  the  pollution  was 
heavy. 


Redbrook  Springs  (including  Big  Well) 

Twelve  samples  were  taken,  four  of  which  showed  contamination. 

Big  Well  alone 

Ten  samples  were  taken,  four  of  which  showed  contamination. 
Mains 

Fifty-one  samples  were  taken  from  taps  at  various  points  on  the 
supply.  Five  of  these  showed  slight  contamination. 

Ten  samples  were  also  taken  of  new  mains. 

Sewerage 

The  present  position  and  the  parts  of  the  District  which  still  require 
to  be  sewered,  are  as  described  in  the  Surveyor’s  Report. 
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Analyses  of  Main  Water  Supplies  (Raw  Waters)  taken  on  3.12.64. 


Lydbrook 

Springs 

Redbrook 
Big  Well 

Redbrook 

Other 

Sources 

Chemical  (parts  per  million) 

Total  Dissolved  Solids 

34i 

364 

337 

Loss  on  ignition 

40 

28 

32 

Mineral  Matter 

301 

336 

305 

Total  hardness 

300 

290 

302 

(a)  Permanent 

hi 

66 

82 

(b)  Temporary  . 

189 

224 

220 

Chlorine  (as  Chloride) 

12 

17 

17 

Free  Ammonia 

0 

0 

0 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0 

0 

0 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

1.91 

2.11 

1.91 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

0 

0 

0 

Lead  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Copper 

0 

0 

0 

Zinc  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Iron  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Reaction  pH  ... 

7-7 

74 

7,6 

Bacter  iological 

Plate  Count. 

24  hours  at  37°C.  ... 

30 

30 

40 

72  hours  at  22°C . 

10 

5 

100 

Coliform  bacilli  (probable  numbers 
per  100  mis.)  . 

0 

0 

0 

Bact.  coli  (type  I) 

0 

0 

0 
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